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Aftbb the death of Mr. Humphbiy, many notices of his life and 
tributes to his memory were published in the daily papers. These, 
with other more formal expressions of regard and testimonies to his 
worth, have been collected by his family for preservation, and are 
printed in this Memorial. 

They yalne them greatly as offerings of love and respect from those 
who were associated with him in his public and professional life, and 
also in the more intimate relations of social intercourse. 

The many letters filled with appreciative admiration, and expressive 
of affectionate sympathy, addressed to them in the first days of their 
great sorrow, will be sacredly cherished ; — tender words mingling with 
the memories of a life to them so blessed, — a life now "hid with 
Christ in God." 

Brookltn, DecembeTy 1866. 



OHed June 16, 1866.) 

Friend of my youth, my counselor and guide, 

In whose clear mind my wakening mind discerned 

How strong the truths which from thy lips I learned 
To shape a life by goodness glorified, 
And to all nobleness by love allied. 

With what fit words can I thy loss deplore ? 

Or how shall earth the vanished light restore, 
Snatched from our longing eyes when Humphrey died^ 

Tear-blinded sorrow strives to read, in vain, 

The meaning of this mystery of pain, 
Why, when our need was sorest, the pure ray 

That beaconed us, is quenched in sudden night ; 

But Faith, clear-eyed, looks up, and lo ! the light 
We mourned as lost, is merged in perfect day t 



Bbooklth, Jwm 17, 1866. 



New Tork Tribune. 
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{From ffu Brooklyn JOaUy Union, June 16, 1866.) 



The Death of Hon. James Humphrey. 



Before the remains of our late Representative in Con- 
gress (Hon. M. F. Odell,) have left our city we are called 
upon to perform the painful task of announcing the death 
of his predecessor and successor, the Hon. James Hum- 
phrey. The death of this gentleman was sudden and 
shocking to his friends and to the community, though 
many had known him to be in feeble health for many 
years. On Tuesday last he left the city, not strong, but 
apparently no weaker than he had been for a long time, 
and with all his faculties of mind and body yet under 
the control of the stern and patient will which had so 
long held them to their work. On arriving at Wilming- 
ton, Del., he felt too ill to proceed, and stopped in the 
hope of regaining the precarious tenure of his strength, 
and refrained from informing his friends at home, saving 
them, with his invariable tenderness and self-sacrifice, 
from undue alarm. Yesterday morning he left Wilming- 
ton for New York, and arrived at his home last evening, 
his strength exhausted and his life slowly ebbing. The 
utmost that care and medical skill could do was to delay 
the sure end for a few hours, and alleviate whatever suf- 
fering attended its approach. He died at about one 
o'clock this morning. 
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Mr. Humphrey was a man well known in the commu- 
nity. He was at the time of his death fifty-four years 
old, and came to this city in 1 838, twenty-eight years 
since. He was the son of Rev. Heman Humphrey, the 
Pi'esident of Amherst College, and was a graduate at the 
early age of nineteen from that institution, being a mem- 
ber of the class of 1831. He studied law in the Law 
School of Yale College, and shortly after being admitted 
to the bar married Miss Battell — of an old and honored 
Connecticut family — ^and removed to Louisville, Ky., 
where he was engaged in practice from 1836 to 1838, 
when he took up his residence in this city, where it has 
ever since continued to be. His business was in New 
York, where he soon acquired a large and eminently re- 
spectable clientage, and enjoyed the confidence of some 
of the most extensive and best known houses in New 
York and in the country. Among these may be named 
such men as Hunt Brothers, Claflin, Mellen & Co., J. R. 
JaiFrey & Sons, S. B. Chittenden & Co., Hoyt, Tilling- 
hast & Co., and others. As a commercial lawyer he was 
eminently succesfuL His judgment was mature, delibe- 
rate, and thorough ; his reading was wide and judicious ; 
and his learning was unusual in extent and in its avail- 
ability. Before judge or jury he was calm, unimpas- 
sioned, clear and convincing. His manner towards all 
was urbane and considerate, and his character both won 
and commanded respect. His cultivation, apart from his 
profession, was of fine quality, and constantly pursued. 
To a naturally sensitive mind he added refined and 
scholarly tastes, disciplined reasoning and reflective 
powers, acute perceptions, a delicate appreciation of the 
beauty of intellectual truth and the attractions of study, 
and a persistent and untiring industry in its pursuit — 
qualities which the heavy burden of professional life 
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never crushed out, and the friction of politics never wore 
away. 

As a politician Mr. Humphrey was principally remark- 
able for the fidelity with which he adhered to principle, 
the skill and attention which he devoted to the advance- 
ment of his party, and the really great strength of his 
personal attachments. He entered politics early in the 
First Ward of our city, in the affairs of which he has 
ever since retained an active interest. He was not act- 
uated by special ambition, but by that genuine interest 
in public affairs which was strong with him, and which 
he always insisted should be felt by every good citizen. 
He was for two terms a member of the Common Coun- 
cil, and for one term the Corporation Counsel, and was 
always an industrious and efficient worker. In 1858, 
when declining health compelled him to abandon the 
practice of his profession, he was nominated and elected 
to Congress, and, after having recruited during the re- 
cess, took his seat. In the exciting period which ensued 
he was firm, calm, temperate, and uncompromising. He 
recognized in the incipient rebellion which Congress en- 
countered toward the close of the session, an unjustifiable 
appeal to force from the sacred and inviolable decision 
of the people by a constitutional election. Anything 
which looked to modifying that decision under the influ- 
ences of such an appeal, or a threat of such an appeal, he 
condemned unqualifiedly, as striking at the foundations 
of our Government and introducing into it an element of 
danger which would be inevitably fatal He recognized, 
also, that at the back of this attempt stood, as its animat- 
ing cause, the institution of Slavery, and with that — 
knowing its influence, the purposes of its advocates, and 
the terrible relentlessness of their cruel determination — 
he could have and would have no compromise. These 
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W^re the views whioh gilded his action as a member of 
the &moas Committee of Thirty-three, and which in- 
spired the lew words which he spoke, when fit occa- 
sion offered, in defence of the integrity of the Govern- 
ment 

In 1860 and 1862 he was the candidate of his party for 
Congress, but was defeated by Mr. Odell, whose person- 
al popularity was aided by the fact that many Republi- 
cans voted for him to help hold the Democratic party to 
the loyalty which he represented. In 1864 he won an 
easy and decided victory over Mr. Faron, who was put 
forward by the Democracy, no longer able to be checked 
in its course towards pronounced sympathy with the 
South. During the last session of Congress he has hold 
steadily to the logical consequences of his views above 
stated, voted generally with those who may be most ac- 
curately described as moderate radicals, and manifested 
a determination that the Rebellion should not only be 
put down, but its last sparks trodden completely out. 
He waiS a member of the Committee on Commerce, and 
Chairman of the important Comjnittee on Naval Appro- 
priations. In his routine labors, and in the attention he 
gave to the varied affairs of his large district, he fought, 
steadily and patiently against the progress of a disease 
which sapped his strength, infUcted great suffering, and 
h^mpere4 his energies in every direction. He was in his 
combat with the troubles that thus beset him a moral 
hero, and maintained hi^ p^rt with unwearying and un- 
complaining fortitude. 

In closing this brief and insufficient notice of the career 
of a really noble nian, we wQuld say that the unvaried, 
^utine of % professional life, and political services which 
were more sub^ts^ntial than brilliant, do oiot afford evi*- 
4<9liOQ of tihe ^ItrinBic virti;es that ^1 his friend^ recog;. 
mzed, and which were of a high order. 
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His death deprives the city of a faithful, pure, and up- 
rischt representative, a hieh-minded and intelligent eiti- 
«1 an/a nu«. of g;eat aid unusual private wf rtL 
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Death of James HtuDdphreji 



James Humphrey, Member of Oongresd from the Thifd 
district of this state, died at about one o'clock this morn- 
ing at his residence in Brooklyn. He had been here last 
week for k few days^ and returned to Washingtoti on 
Wednesday, but m consequence of sudden and Severe 
illnet^ came home yesterday, only a few houM before his 
deaths 

Fof sevei^l years he has been more or less an invalid, 
and many times his attacks endangered his life. Origin- 
ally his disease was inflammatory rheumatism, which at 
interrals for several years past has afflicted him. It is 
supposed, however^ by his physicians, that the attack 
which thus Ehiddenly terminated his life was apoplexy. 

He was a Son of the late Rev. Dr. Heman Humphrey, 
for inany years president of Amhet«t College. He eariy 
exhibited the fine mind for which his fathef was distin- 
guished. A graduate of Amherst College, in the class of 
1831, at the early age of nineteen years, he commenced 
his legal tudies at Yale Law School, and from that in^ti- 
t^ion removed to this city, and became a student in 
the law office of the late S. P. Staples. 

After his admission to the bar he married, and renioTed 
to Lfmisville^ Kentucky, where he practiced his ptofession 
saeoessfally until the year 1838^ when he removed Ms 
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office to this city, and became a resident of Brooklyn. 
His professional career was one of marked success. He 
soon secured a large clientage among the leading com- 
mercial men of the citv, whom he attached to him as 
long as he continued the practice of his profession. 

Although not one of the brilliant and dashing forensic 
competitors, he was always distinguished for his learning, 
candor, fairness and clearness of thought, and was very 
successful where those qualities avail most. As- a pro- 
fessional adviser he was eminently successful, and gave 
great satisfaction to his clients. 

* Mr. Humphrey's political career did not in the least 
tarnish the reputation which he had acquired as a gentle- 
man and a lawyer. The first public office that he held, 
so far as we can learn, was that of alderman of Brook- 
lyn. He was soon after appointed Counsel to the Cor- 
poration, and in these new relations in life he sustained 
the same character he had always borne, of an honest, 
clear-headed man and a gentleman. 

In the fall of 1858 he was selected by his party as a 
candidate for Congress in the Third district, his opponent 
being George Taylor, also a lawyer, and popular with his 
party. The district was strongly democratic, but owing 
partly to some disaffection in the democratic ranks, and 
in part to the great personal popularity of Mr. Humphrey, 
the contest resulted in the election of Mr. Humphrey, and 
he retired from the practice of the law and his connec- 
tion with the law firm of Barney, Humphrey & Butler, 
and devoted himself to the duties of his new position. 
Mr. Humphrey was not a frequent speaker. His judg- 
ment, good taste and true modesty were always exercised 
in selecting the proper occasion, and in careful prepara- 
tion. He was very active in the various committees of 
which he was a member. His time of service embraced 
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some of the trying periods of the country's history. 
These duties were important, and he acquitted himself in 
a creditable manner. He was an active and useM mem- 
ber of the Committee of Thirty-three in the session con- 
vened about the time of the breaking out of the rebellion. 
His earnest loyalty and enthusiastic devotion to the 
principles of freedom and the government were well 
known, and were made to be felt on all suitable occasions. 

Mr. Humphrey was a candidate for re-election in 1860, 
but was defeated by Moses F. Odell, the shock of whose 
death, within the past week, had scarcely passed before 
this sad event occurred* 

Mr. Humphrey was re-elected in 1864. He visited 
Europe last year with his family, and resorted to the 
celebrated springs at Wiesbaden for the benefit of his 
health. But his friends assure us that the result was not 
favorable, and that there had been a steady decline since, 
so that he had fiiUy determined to withdraw from public 
life at the end of his present term. He was in his fifty- 
fifth year. 
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{F^rom the JT. T. Timet, June nth.) 



Hon. James Humphrey, M. C. 



Kings County, while paying its last tribute of respect 
to the remains of its honored son, Odell, is again called 
to look upon the face of death, to mourn the loss of a 
beloved, respected and useful citizen. The Hon. James 
Humphrey, Member of Congress from the Third district, 
reached his home on Columbia-street, Brooklyn, at 6 
o'clock, Thursday evening, and died of an acute attack 
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of rheumatism. The mere dropping of a name from a 
list of 350,000 residents ordinarily signifies little beyond 
the naiTow limits of a domestic circle, but in this instance 
it would be difficult to indicate the exact extent of the 
disastrous effect which the unexpected, and to worldly 
vision, untimely death of Mr. Humphrey will produce in 
social, political and religious circles. Mr. Humphrey 
was born in Fairfield, Conn., on the 9th of October, 1811, 
and when a mere lad developed largely a love for liter- 
ary pursuits and attainments, a love which was nourished 
by an appreciative mother, and cultured by a discerning 
father.. When sixteen years old he went to Amherst 
College, of which his father, Rev. Heman Humphrey, 
was for many years the honored President, whence he 
was graduated in 1831. For a while he devoted himself 
to teaching, and assumed at one time the conduct of 
the Plainfield Academy ; but desiring a more extended 
and less confining sphere of labor he moved to Louisville, 
Ky., where he practiced law with marked success. In 
1838 he came to New- York and established himself in the 
practice of his profession in this City, but living in 
Brooklyn. He early identified himself with the more 
public spirited of the citizens, and devoted himself to the 
advancement of the interests of the City. His natural 
goodness of heart and purity of intention attracted the 
Christian element toward him, and from his first residence 
in Brooklyn he was recognized as an efficient and accom- 
plished worker in the orthodox vineyard. His influence 
socially, naturally led him into the crooked path of poli- 
tics wherein he walked with commendable singleness of 
purpose, living alike unblemished by corruption, unsullied 
by unfairness. As a local manager he was successful, 
and was made fr'om time to time the recipient of such 
civic favors as his fellow-residents could confer upon him ; 
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and finally in 1858 he was returned, afler an exciting 
contest, as member of Congress for the Third district. 
Mr. Humphrey's health was by no means rugged, and 
his physique was frail, so that while devoting his mental 
energies to the interests of his constituents and the coun- 
try, he fought continually a battle with disease, in which 
he was often worsted. As a member of the Committee 
of Foreign Affairs Mr. Humphrey served faithftilly, in- 
telligently, and with great credit. His views on all topics 
were soundly conservative, always grounded on equity, 
and guided by the principles of justice. He was defeat- 
ed by Mr. Odell, who succeeded him, but at the last elec- 
tion he was nominated almost by acclamation, and elected 
easily, to the entire satisfaction, not only of ^n immense 
constituency, but of the powers that be at Washington. 
A firm friend, and a sagacious man, with the present 
United States Marshal, Mr. Campbell, and one or two 
others, Mr. Humphrey has managed for many years the 
internal economy of the Union party in Kings County, a 
county which has justly been regarded as a Democratic 
Gibraltar, where a Union victory was something to be 
proud of. Mr Humphrey was not a popular orator, but 
his speeches possessed a merit which very few " popular " 
addresses have — they bear reading. His manner was 
slow, impressive ; his matter was carefully considered, 
well weighed and elegantly phrased, calculated to con- 
vince the head rather than win the heart. Personally, 
although out of health for many years, Mr. Humphrey 
was very popular. His bearing was courteous, his man- 
ner social, his habits hospitable. He understood men, 
was a patient listener, a faithful friend, and a conscien- 
tious counsellor. A thoroughly good man, sound law- 
yer, conscientious citizen, able legislator and faithful 
friend, has gone, leaving a void which time may bridge 
but never fill. 



(12) 



{Prom the N, Y. Herald, June IIVl) 



Hon. James Htunphrej, 

Member of Congress from the Third Congressional dis- 
trict of this State, which is formed by a portion of Kings 
county, died yesterday morning at his residence in Brook- 
lyn. Mr. Humphrey was a native of Connecticut, he 
having been bom in Fairfield in 1811, and was therefore 
in the fifty-fifth year of his age. He was the son of Rev. 
Heman Humphrey, President of Amherst College, at 
which institution he graduated when only nineteen years 
old. After perfecting himself in the study of law at 
Yale College, he took up his residence in Louisville, Ky., 
where he practiced his profession for two years. In 1 838 
he left that city and removed to New York, and has since 
resided in this vicinity. In politics Mr. Humphrey was 
an old line whig, and as such made his entree in public 
life as Alderman of the First ward of the city of Brook- 
lyn, to which position he was chosen by his party friends. 
He was subsequently selected for the post of Corporation 
Attorney of Brooklyn. From the whig party proper he 
drifted into freesoilism, and in 1856 he took his stand 
with the republicans and battled for Fremont for the 
Presidency. In the fall of 1858 he was nominated for 
Congress, in what was then the Second district, on the 
republican ticket ; and, although the district was largely 
democratic, he was elected, owing to a split in the ranks 
of his opponents and the running of two candidates. In 
the Congress to which he was chosen — the Thirty-sixth 
— ^he was a member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and also served on the special committee of Thirty-three 
on the rebellious States. He was again a candidate in 
1860, but was defeated by Hon, Moses F. Odell, just de- 
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ceased. Two years after the same candidates were put 
in nomination by their respective parties, and a similar 
result followed. Undaunted by defeat, in 1864 he, for 
the fourth time, came upon the political track for Con- 
gressional honors, and gained a comparatively easy vic- 
tory over his anti-war democratic opponent, and took his 
seat at the opening of the present Congress as the repre- 
sentative of the Third district. He was a member of the 
House Committee on Conmierce, and Chairman of the 
Committee on Naval Appropriations. Mr. Humphrey 
was by no means brilliant in debate, and never caused 
much sensation by his movements, but was what is 
styled a working member. Socially he was much re- 
spected, and enjoyed a large circle of friends and ac- 
quaintances. 
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{From the K T. Tribune, June 18IA.) 



The Hon. James Humphrey. 



The Hon. James Humphrey died at his residence, cor- 
ner of Columbia and Pierrepont-sts., Brooklyn, on Friday 
night. Mr. Humphrey, who was 64 years of age, was 
bom in Fairfield, Conn., and was the son of the late 
Heman Humphrey, D. D., President of Amherst College, 
where Mr. James Humphrey graduated with honor and 
distinction. He removed to Brooklyn in 1839 and be- 
came a prominent member of the Bar. He was for some 
time associated with the firm of Barney, Humphrey A 
Butler, of New- York, and about the same time he took 
up his residence in the First Ward of the City of Brook- 
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lyn. In 1848 he was elected Alderman of the Ward; 
was re-elected in 1849. In 1850 and 1861 he served as 
Corporation Counsel. In 1858 he was urged to accept 
the nomination for Congress, and was at that time re- 
garded as the leading man of the .party. He accepted 
the nomination and was elected by a plurality vote, Mr. 
George Taylor and Mr. E. B. Litchfield being his Demo- 
cratic competitors. In 1860 he was renominated, but the 
District being largely Democratic, he was defeated by 
Moses F. Odell. In 1862 he was again beaten by Mr. 
Odell. In 1864 Mr. Humphrey was the Republican can- 
didate, and was elected by a handsome majority. He 
was regarded as a most useful and hard-working man in 
Congress. He was a good scholar, a genial companion 
and an amiable gentleman. 
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(From the N. T. Independent^ June 2l8l.) 






Death of Mr. Humphrey. 



The sudden death of Hon. James Plumplrfey, Member 
of Congress for Brooklyn, was a painfiil surprise to his 
friends, although he has long been an invalid, whose 
early removal from life was often anticipated. He died 
at his home, on Saturday morning, about one o'clock, 
aged 54 years. 

For ten years he has suffered intensely from disease, 
which baffled both the scrutiny and skill of the medical 
profession; and all that time has lived, as it MPere, by 
maintaining a constant struggle with his malady. Ten 
years of active and honorable usefulness were thus wrench- 
ed from the grasp of death. 
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Graduating at the college of which his father was the 
honored president, in the class of 1831, at the age of 19, 
he soon entered upon the profession of law, to which he . 
devoted his life, and in which he gained distinction, first 
at Louisville, and afterwards at the New York bar. 

In the transition from one city to the other, he spent a 
season as acting professor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres 
at his college, supplying the place of Prof Condit, who 
had resigned. In that bi-ief period he made impressions 
and furnished lessons of literary taste, of moral principle, 
of earnest ambition to excel in worthy pursuits, upon in- 
genuous youth that came under his instruction, that have 
brought forth rich fruits, and will never be forgotten. 

His mental organization was exquisitly refined and 
sensitive, and he possessed a taste for esthetic enjoyment 
and culture, which, without his elevated principle and 
vigorous purpose, might have degenerated into weakness. 
But an earnest heart and a solid judgment of the com- 
parative value of things prevented him from ever sacrific- 
ing the proper ends of life by postponing the useful to 
the ornamental. 

In 1858, the state of his health compelling relaxation 
of his professional labors, he was elected to Congress 
from the Third District, and served during the last half 
of Buchanan's administration. He was not distinguished 
as a constant practitioner on the floor, but soon inspired 
great confidence as a man wise in council, devoted in 
patriotism, firm in decision, and energetic in accomplish- 
ment of whatever was deliberately resolved upon. He 
shared in all the efforts to avert the calamity of civil war 
— ^persistent to the last in endeavors to secure peace, but 
without ever proposing to sacrifice the authority of the 
Government, or the interests of liberty. 

He was defeated at the election in 1860, and again in 
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1862, through the personal popularity of Mr. Odell. In 
1864, Mr. Odell having declined the canvass, he was again 
elected, and thus was permitted to die in the harness. It 
is remarkable that those two personal friends, but polit- 
ical rivals, died the same week, of chronic and incurable 
disease — one cancerous and the other rheumatic— r£tnd the 
remains of both lay unburied in Brooklyn on Saturday 
morning. 

In his genealogy, in his education, in his firm adherence 
to principle, in his reverence for law with devotion to 
liberty, he was a Puritan of the Puritans. John Brown 
was of his near kindred. And with all that, his exceed- 
ing love for the beautiiul, th^ delicacy of his taste and his 
nicety of disciimination, may serve as an example of the 
kind of esthetic finiits which that old stock is likely to 
bear under the favor of genial circumstances and oppor- 
tunities for culture. 

Mr. Humphrey possessed a mind richly furnished in 
professional and other learning, in elegant literature, and 
in the fine arts. He had thought much on public affairs. 
His line of professional service had made him familiar 
with the principles of general law and national polity. 
He entered early and heartily into the renewed discus- 
sion of the Monroe Doctrine, as first taken up in this 
paper in connection with the French invasion of Mexica 
He would have been one of our most accomplished and 
useful foreign ministers, had the recommendations of 
friends succeeded in bringing his name within the rule 
by which such appointments were dispensed under Mr. 
Lincoln's administration. 

He had a sound judicial mind, and would have adorned 
the bench by his learning, impartiality, and rare powers 
of discrimination, had the wishes of some been success- 
ful in providing for him such a post in place of a re-elec- 
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tion to Congress. But that was not to be ; he got the 
post which he preferred, and closed his life in the per- 
formance of the duties to which he was devoted, and for 
which he was admirably qualified. 

In his private life, as a public-spirited citizen, an orna- 
ment and delight in the most cultivated society, a most 
affectionate son, husband, and father, a faithful friend, a 
lovely and exemplary Christian, he was a model to all, 
and a blessing to all who came within his reach. He 
had completed an honorable career, and was removed in 
the midst of his highest usefulness. God knows best. 
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{From the Brooklyn Uniony Jwie ISth.) 



Tribute "by Rev. Dr. Storrs. 



Rev. Dr. Storrs, at the conclusion of his morning dis- 
course yesterday, which he had preached from the 12th 
verse of the 90th Psalm — " So teach us to number our 
days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom " — ^thus 
feelingly adluded to Mr. Humphrey : 

I need not say that this subject, though never untimely 
or inappropriate, has taken the place of one upon which 
I should otherwise have preached this morning, because 
of the impression made upon my heart, and on your own, 
by the death of one whom we have loved and honored 
long, and whom few, I presume, in the congregation have 
known as long, and not many better than myselt The 
first member of the congregation with whom I became 
acquainted — my intercourse with him commenced when 
I was a mere lad of 16 or 16 years of age. He was then 
my instructor ; and here, while his unburied though life- 
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less body remains among ns, 1 rejoice to bear witness, 
not for his honor, but for the utterance of my own affec- 
tionate admiration and love, to the influence which I de- 
rived from him when, as a youth of 16 I think — almost 
30 years ago — ^I received from him instructions, the influ- 
ence of which has never left me, and the eflect of which 
has appeared in whatever has been worthy of notice, or 
worthy of exercising an influence upon others, in my sub- 
sequent life. As I think upon his life, how brief it seetns I 
So few years, after all — and now ended forever! As 1 
think upon his life, how near I seem to stand, myself, ta 
the invisible world ! A step, and one is there ! " I am 
faint," and he was gone. As I think of his life, how I 
bless God for that faith in Christ for which he now blesses 
God more than for everything else — ^more than for all 
offices, honors and influence, and admiration of the world 
— ^for that faith in Christ through which he has been re- 
ceived to the presence of God, and of the Saviour, and of 
a father and brother who had gone before, and of the un- 
numbered multitudes of the redeemed. How I bless God 
for the patience which God wrought in him, through the 
very experience of sorrow and of sickness. Few of us, 
my brethren, will ever be called, I trust, to fight so stem 
a battle with disease as he did — for ten years battling 
constantly against the power of a sickness that made 
every exertion doubly hard, that? took the joy from almost 
all the ordinary pleasures of life, and that made him 
aware continually of the contrast between what he would 
do if he had physical force at his command, and what he 
was compelled to do. It is hard to wear the chain upon 
the outward limb ; it is harder to wear the chain of sick- 
ness, encircling the very soul itself. It is hard to be re- 
strained within limits which we cannot pass, which are 
palpable to the senses ; it is harder to be hampered on 
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every side by the limitations of a feebleness which we 
cannot master nor override. I bless God for the power 
of resolve which came with that long sickness, and which 
wrenched successive years of life from the very grasp of 
death. I bless God for the capacity, and for the culti- 
vated faculty, which shall be more illustriously exhibited 
in heaven than ever here, and far more useful I bless 
God for the expectation of a purer love and a perfect sym- 
pathy, continued immortally ; for the opportunities that 
sb&U be given, in the infinite leisure, of conversations that 
were too high for us while here — of conversations on 
themes that were familiar to the mind of him who has 
gone from us, that shall hereafter delight him forever. 
And catching what would be his word, if he could speak 
to us, I would say to you who have admired and honored 
and loved him here — to those of his own profession — ^to 
those of his own age — to those associated with him in 
this congi^gation from the very beginning of it — ^to those 
who have here later met with him, and to whom his 
presence was always a presence most beautiful and at- 
tractive — I say in his name, " Faith in Christ is the one 
essential condition of prosperity. Life on earth is only 
great when it closes in life on high. The grace of 
Christ is more to me, to-day, than everything else the 
world has held. And while I bless God for many things 
— ^looking back on life, I bless Him most of all for the 
Word of truth, for the Church of Christ, for the grace of 
the Spirit, for the Divipe Ministry of pain !" 
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At a meeting of the Delegation from the State of New 
York in the two Houses of Congress, held at the Capitol 
in Washington, on the 18th (iay of June, 1866, for the 
purpose of taking appropriate action in regard to the 
death of the Honorable James Humphrey, of New York : 

Hon. Nelson Taylor was appointed Chainnan, and 
Hon. Robert S. Hale, Secretary. The following resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted : 

WhereaSj on Saturday last, the death of onr friend and colleague, Hon- 
orable James Humphrey, Representative from the third Congressional 
District, of New York, was announced to the House and country: 

Andj Whereasy it is due alike to the private and the public character 
of the deceased, that we, his colleagues, who know his fidelity as a Rep- 
resentative and his worth as a man, should pay his memory a tribute 
of respect: 

Thertfore^ Bewlved^ That we have learned with profound regret of the 
sudden death of our brother and our friend, in the prime of his life and 
in the full vigor of his intellectual powers. 

Re9olvedy That in the death of Mr. Humphrey, Congress and the Coun- 
try are called to mourn the departure of one of the National Council, 
who brought to the discharge of his public duties a calm, clear and un- 
biased judgment, an intellect refined and adorned by the highest cul- 
ture, a conscience which ever recognized the right and made it the rule 
of action, modesty which was proverbial, and a personal demeanor 
marked by the kindness of courtesey which sprung from a noble nature 
and a christian spirit. 

JR&tdved, That by the Providence which thus afflicts the nation, the 
State of New York has lost one of its purest Representatives, who per- 
formed his duty to his State, and to his constituency, so well and so 
wisely as to merit and receive universal approbation. 

Mesdvedj That we tender our sincere sympathies to the widow, &mily 
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and relatiyes of the deceased under their bereavement, and that the 
Secretary be requested to transmit to Mrs. Humphrey a copy of the 
proceedingB of this meeting. 

JSewlved, That the Chair appoint a Committee of seven members of 
the New York Delef^tion. of whom the Chairman shall be one, to at- 
tend the fimeral of the deceased, at Brooklyn, on Wednesday, June 
20th, at 3, P. M. 

NELSON TAYLOR, Chairman. 

ROBBBT S. Haxje, Seerttary. 
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The Board of Alderpien assembled on Monday, June 
18th, 1866, at 2, P. M.^the President, Aid. Bliss, occupy- 
ing the chair. . - 

After the reading of the minutes of the previous meet- 

Aid. Cashow offered the following resolutions : 

Whereas, Since the last meeting of the Board the hand of death has 
stricken down the Hon. Moses F. Odell and the Hon. James Humphrey, 
two of the most respected and honored citizens of Brooklyn, " shining 
marks,'* both; and 

WhereaSj Their long career of public service and usefulness in the 
local, State and general government — ^Mr. Odell having for many years 
served as an honest, capable and faithful officer of the national govern- 
ment, and Mr. Humphrey having been a member of this Board and law 
officer of the city, and held other positions of public trust among us, 
and both having represented the people of the 3d Congressional district 
on the floor of Congress during the darkest hour of the country's his- 
tory to the satis&ction of their constituency, and distinguished as daunt- 
less and unflinching advocates of Union and liberty, and by their great 
purity of private and unselflsh public spirit— had greatly endeared them 
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to $Xi clAsaet of their HbUow dtlmiB, so tlwt tlieir lott ia to be ng^rMi 
M a public bereavement; therefore, it is bjr this Common Conneil, 
Bpeaicing on behalf of their constitnentfi, 

lUaohed, That in the death of Hon. M. F. Odell «Bd Hon. J* Iliiim- 
phrey the people of Brooklyn are called upon to monn) tfie Iom of coc- 
emplary, ChriBtian gentlemen, unselfish and patriotic fellow-cltlxens 
and honest, capable and incorruptible public servants, taken away firom 
them in the very prime of U& and in the height of their osefulness, and 
that to the fiimilies of the deceased, in th^r great bereavement, his 
Honor the Mayor be requested on the part of the city authorities^ and 
on behalf of the people they represent, to tender their sincere sympathy 
and heartfelt condolence. 

JSetoivedf That these resolutions be spread at large upon the minutes 
of this Board, and a copy thereof be delivered to the fiimilies of deceased. 

Meaolvedf That the Hon. James Humphrey having been a member of 
the Board, and an officer of this City Gpvemmentf this Common Conn- 
oil will attend the funeral in a body, and as a fturther mark of respect 
wear the usual badge of mourning for 30 days. 

Aid. Hinsdale, in riging to second the resolutions ad- 
dressed the Board as follows : 

It seems to me fitting that we should suspend our 
prdinary routine of business to honor the memory of 
public servants so generally respected and esteemed as 
were Mr. Odell and Mr. Humphrey. Mr. H. for three 
years discharged in this Board the yery honorable and 
responsible trusts reposed in him as Alderman of the 
First Ward. Mr. Odell has never, that I am awi^re, oc- 
cupied a seat in the Common Council; but they have 
both so ably, so intelligently, and so acceptably, r^re- 
sented this city in the national councils during a series of 
years; they have been so identified with every enter- 
prise which had for its object the wel&ro of our soldieni 
and their families during the war ; they were so thorough- 
ly and consistently loyal to the Government |n that im- 
portant crisis of our history; tb^ publiQ Uv^i wfna 
marked with sueh iategritf of dh«raet«r, aad such obedi* 
ence to principles; in their private waU^s and associations 
thoy SQ well illustrated the Christian virtues, that I am 
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Btii^ tile Gonmiuiiity in whioh they commanded sucii tini- 
irersal respect, and where they were regarded with so 
much afie^tion by large circles of friends, will expect 
flhom US whftt no member of this Board will deem inap- 
propriate — a public recognition of the loss they have sus- 
tained by their removal from us. I therefore second the 
resolutions. 

The resolutions Were then unanimously adopted and 
the Board adjourned. 
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{Extrad fiom the JHUitUes of the Board of Directors of the Long Mand 

moarieal Society, Jtuie IS, 1866.) 



Jamjcs BltTMPH»iBf , our fellow townsman, one of the 
Counsellors of our Society, and a member of Congress 
from the third district, died suddenly at his residence in 
this city, on the 16th of June, 1866. 

When a really noble man falls in our midst, it is be- 
coming to pause and drop a te&r over the hallowed dust, 
and inscribe in a brief memorial our sense of the loss we 
have sustained. 

Jamed Humphrey was no common man. Son of the 
late Aeman Humphrey, President of Amherst College, 
Ike graduated ftt that institution at the age of nineteen 
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years. Choosing the profession of the law, he finished 
his initiatory course of study at Yale College Law 
School, and in the office of a distinguished lawyer in N'ew 
York. He commenced the practice at Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, but returned to New York in 1838, and establish- 
ed his home in Brooklyn, where he has since resided. 
His connection with our city government as a member 
of its local legislature and Counsel to the Corporation, 
furnished his first introduction to us as a public man, 
and the ability and fidelity with which he discharged his 
duties in these relations gave promise of his future. 

As a lawyer his associates speak of him as a thorough 
student, a clear minded, earnest advocate, a safe coun- 
sellor and a magnanimous adversary. He possessed a 
rare magnetism which attached friends to him devotedly, 
which secured a permanent clientage, and, coupled with 
his manliness and sincerity of address, won favor at the 
hands of Courts and Juries and respect from antagonists. 

Although his career as a statesman was not extended 
it enabled him to prove the excellence of his qualities in 
that sphere. His first teim as a member of Congress 
commenced in 1859, and embraced that most interesting 
and exciting period of our national history when red- 
handed rebellion was first lifted against the life of the 
nation. 

A ripe scholar, a patient and laborious student of the 
principles of government, an earnest lover of freedom 
and free institutions, and able at all times to present his 
views cogently and gracefully, his good judgment and 
genuine modesty caused him to refrain from mingling in 
every discussion ; yet when he did speak, his carefully 
prepared efforts commanded the attention and respect of 
the House. But it was in the committees of which he 
was a member, especially the &mous committee of Thirty- 
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three, that his faculties, his unostentatioas and un- 
wearied labors were more prominently tested and appre- 
ciated. 

Residing in a district where political majorities were 
adverse to him, his admitted worth and personal populari- 
ty secured for him a second term, and it was while in the 
active discharge of its duties that he fell — at the meri- 
dian of his &me and usefulness. 

But it is of him as a man that his friends most delight 
to speak' In form slight, but graceful and dignified, he 
bore upon his countenance not only the impress of a 
strong intellect, but the assurance of a genial and sincere 
heart. 

Unselfish and sympathetic, no one ever in vain applied 
to him to assist in a worthy project, or to aid in promot- 
ing a meritorious ambition. Kind and courteous to all, 
there were few who served friends more promptly or 
cheerfully. Enemies he had none ; for as he spoke ill of 
no one, malice could find in him nothing for detraction. 

It was reserved for the last ten years of his life to de- 
velope that practical endurance and moral heroism which 
were such conspicuous elements in his character. Never 
robust in his physical structure disease marked him for 
its own, and his life ever since has been one of conflict, 
at times with the most acute suffering, and, again, with 
that feebleness and lassitude that supervened. Yet amid 
it all, not even the serenity of the domestic circle was 
disturbed by a murmur ; and the visage which he bore 
to his daily work of duty and social intercourse, so cheer- 
ful, so peaceful, was like a benediction. If, restrained by 
those fetters with which we know his mental and physi- 
cal powers were girt — he achieved so much, what would 
he not have accomplished with untrammelled powers? 
Well has it been said of him that " during all that time 
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he must have been aware continually of the contrast be- 
tween what he would do if he had physical force at his 
command, and what he was compelled to do." Who 
shall ever tell of his desperate struggles through the 
thick gloom that often surrounded him, of his often 
tottering steps in the battle of life — ^begirt by various 
and renewed assaults of the "great destroyer" — ^the 
vibrations between hope and fear, as he heroically pressed 
onward and upward ! 

Viewing his comparatively short life and his calm de- 
parture, truly may we say — 

** We are of such stuff 
*' As dreams are made of; and our little life 
" Is rounded with a sleep " — 

and how feelingly we may add : 

** Goodness and he fill up one monument" 

Bemylved^ That this imperfect testimonial to the memory of our late 
lamented associate, be inscribed on the permanent records of this So- 
ciety. 

Bescived^ That a copy of the same be transmitted by the Secretary to 
the family of the deceased. 
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At a meeting of the Directors of the Crawford Coal 
Company, held on Monday, June 18, 1866, the following 
was unanimously adopted : 
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WhertaSf This Board has been infonned of the sadden death of Hon. 
James Humphrey, one of its members, and late President of the Com- 
pany — 

Semlvedj That in our intercourse with him, in reference to the busi- 
ness of this Company, and in all other matters, we desire to bear wit- 
ness to and record our high regard for his intelligence, and of him as 
a courteous, pure and high-minded gentleman, and a noble Christian 
man ;— and to express our regard for his loss and our sympathy with 
his family and Mends. 

Meaolvedy That the above be entered upon the minutes of this Com- 
pany, and a copy of the same be sent to his &mily. 



A true copy. 



EVERETT H, CLAPP, PreHdefU, 
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At a special meeting of the Kings County Union 
League, held at their Rooms, on Monday evening, June 
18, J. M. Van Cott, Esq., offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were unanimously adopted : 

Besolved, That this Club unites its sympathies with the private grief 
and the public loss occasioned by the lamented death of the two last 
Congressional Representatives of the district in which we are assembled. 

Sesolifedy That though diverse in their general party ties and associa- 
tions, they were closely united in. their devotion to the assailed nation- 
al flag and endangered Union, and have left us an example of patriotic 
service, and of integrity in their public and private lives, which will 
preserve their memory ever grateful and ever green among us* 
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Mesdved^ That Moses F. Odell and James Htunphrey not only died in 
office, but impaired and shortened their lives by their faiththl pabiic 
labors, performed amid the stem scenes of civil war and in the gentler 
offices of peace ; and that they both earned from their constituents and 
country what their constituents and country now grateftilly ftward to 
them — the plaudit, ** Well done, good and fiiithful servants/* 

JResolvedy That the Secretary cause these resolutions to be published 
in the papers of this county, and in the New York Evening Post^ 7%mes 
and Tribune. 

JOSEPH REEVE, JPretideiH, 

Danisl J. Ross, Secretary, 
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{From the Brooklyn XTnion^ and Bagle^ June IttA.) 



A numerously attended and influential meeting of the 
members of the Kings County Bar was held this morn- 
ing in the Special Term room of the Supreme Court, to 
express their sense of the loss sustained by the decease 
of the Hon. James Humphrey. Several well-known 
members of the New York bar were also present. 

The meeting organized by the election of Ex- Judge 
Morse as Chairman, and Mr. Benedict as Secretary. 

Hon. John Greenwood arose and said : 

It is well known to all of us here, that we meet for the 
purpose of paying a tribute of respect, as well as of ex- 
pressing in some degree our feelings on the occasion of 
the recent sudden decease of our esteemed friend and 
brother, the Hon. James Humphrey. Though feeling 
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entirely inadequate to properly discharge the duty which 
has devolved upon me at the request of some others, I 
rise for the pui*pose of making a very few remarks in re- 
lation to the death of our lamented friend. Although I 
never had the pleasure of enjoying the intimate acquaint- 
ance of Mr. Humphrey, yet I had frequent opportunities 
of personal communication with him, and, therefore, of 
forming a just estimate of his character. He was pos- 
sessed of true manhood ; a nice and even delicate sense 
of honor, but distinguished rather, I think, by the milder 
virtues, and having at all times a true gentlemanly spirit 
and bearing. With regard to his Hterary taste and men- 
tal character, it would be perhaps more becoming in 
others to speak of him — those who had a more intimate 
acquaintance with him and a better knowledge of his 
compositions and eflforts — but I recollect having been 
present on one occasion when Mr. Humphrey, sur- 
prised all who had previously known him, by the 
splendid effort he made on that occasion, which was 
the delivery of an address before the New £ngland 
Society, a society which formerly existed among us, but 
which is now no more. That address was published in 
pamphlet form, and thereby thousands had the oppor- 
tunity of reading it. It was a production of rare literary 
merit and beauty, and one which raised him in the esti- 
mation of the public as a scholar, higher in the school of 
taste and refinement than probably he had been before 
regarded as occupying. 

With regard to his political character I have nothing 
to say on this occasion, except that though in some re- 
spects differing from him, he was always sincere and 
moderate in his views and expressions. No one can ac- 
cuse him of insincerity or want of integrity. In the 
latter respect he presented an example worthy of imita- 
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tion. I was impressed last Sunday morning, by a remark 
used by the pastor of the church where Mr. Humphrey 
attended, — a man of rare private character and mental 
attainments, and universally esteemed as one worthy of 
the highest respect, — who said of Mr. Humphrey, that he 
(the pastor) had in his early years derived from Mr. 
Humphrey, who was then his teacher, some of the most 
valuable impressions he had ever received. I thought 
there could be no greater praise than that. Mr. Hum- 
jArey was then, perhaps, 24 or 25 years of age. I can 
only say in conclusion that while this sad calamity is an 
admonition to us all* to be ready for our final end, it is 
also an admonition for us all to imitate the beautiful ex- 
ample which he has left us. 

In conclusion, I would now move that a committee of 
three be appointed to draft suitable resolutions in token 
of our feeling. 

The motion was adopted, and the Chair appointed as 
such committee Ex-Judge Greenwood, Gren. Crooke and 
Ex-Judge Birdseye. 

The committee retired and soon after returned and 
offered the following resolutions : 

RmUvedy That the sad and sadden death of the Hon. James Hum- 
phrey is an occasion requiring^ of the bar of Kin^ county an expression 
of their regard for him and his many virtnes — and their regtei for his 
loss. 

JSetiolvedy That Mr. Humphrey was the example of a ripe scholar, an 
accomplished lawyer, and a pure man, who united with those charac- 
teristics the kindest, most courteous and amiable qualities of the heart 
He was a rare Instance of the lawyer and politician who never mingled 
the asperities of professional or official contests with the social inter- 
course of private life. His private, professional and public life are all 
alike worthy of him and grateful to the affectionate remembrance of 
his associates. 

Jietolved, That the members of the bar of Kings county will in a body 
attend the ftineral of our departed friend on Wednesday, 20th Inst. 

Remlvedy Tliat a copy of these resolutions, signed by the Chairman 
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and Secretary of this meeting, be presented to the &mily of Mr. Hnm- 
phrey — ^with our heartfelt sympathy for them in their bereayement, and 
onr hope that they may find comfort in the assurance that as he was 
pure and tme in life, and esteemed of all men, so now, as we tmst and 
belieye, he is happily at rest. 

Allen J. Spooner, Esq., mored the adoption of the 
reflolutions. 

Joshua M. Yak Corr, Esq., arose and said : I should 
not do justioe to my own feelings if I suffered this occa- 
sion to pass without a slight tribute to the memory of 
Mr. Humphrey. The presence of this numerous bar, 
drawn from both sides of the river, attests the respect 
which is felt for Mr. Humphrey. For nearly ten years 
he has been kept from any active participation in the 
conflicts of his profession, and is not therefore so famil- 
iarly known to many of the younger bar as he is to us 
who were engaged with him in business years ago. My 
acquaintance with Mr. Humphrey is of quite an early 
date. I first knew him when we both were members of 
the law school connected with Yale College, at New 
Haven. My acquaintance with him began there, and I 
there for the first time saw the gentleman, the scholar, 
the careful student, the exemplary high-toned man which 
Mr. Humphrey ever afterwards appeared. We were 
both, also, after that time, fellow-students in the office of 
an eminent member of the New York bar — ^Mr. Staples. 
We followed our common studies together for a consid- 
erable time. After leaving that office I think Mr. Hum- 
phrey went South and practiced his profession in Ken- 
tucky. When he returned to New York he found me 
occupied in the practice of my profession. We took an 
office together, and I improved my acquaintance with 
him, and became assured of those fine qualities which had 
struck me when I was first acquainted with him. Mr. 
Humphrey came to the study of the law with a compara- 
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tively mature mind. He had already passed through his 
college education from the position of a student to that 
of a tutor, and had attained a ripe scholarship when he 
commenced his professional studies. I, also, heard the re- 
mark made by Mr. Humphrey's pastor last Sabbath, that 
thirty years ago Mr. Humphrey was his tutor. Mr. Hum- 
phrey was at the time pursuing his professional duties of 
rhetoric and eloquence,and had formed a style of speaking, 
at that early period, which he so gracefully exemplified 
afterwards in the Courts, and much of which, I think, his 
eloquent and distinguished pastor caught from Mr. Hum- 
phrey. Mr. Humphrey was unquestionably a sound and 
able lawyer. His preparation of his causes was faithful, 
laborious, and conscientious; and I think he never ap- 
peared in Court without showing he had fitted himself 
by labor and effort to aid the Court in its arduous duties 
in the administration of justice. Mr. Humphrey was not 
only a lawyer and a gentleman, but a Christian lawyer 
and a Christian gentleman. He drew his principles of 
law, and of the ethics that were to be applied to causes 
before the Courts, not only from text books and adjudged 
cases, but from that higher law to which he acknowledged 
his obligation, and to which he never was ashamed to 
appeal. He was a model of gentlemanly manners, and 
of a Christian spirit in the pursuit of his profession. He 
was an example in his integrity for us, his contemporaries, 
and the junior bar that follows him. I know of no man 
whose life at the bar might be more safely commended 
to his profession than that of Mr. Humphrey. Undoubt- 
edly there have been more astute lawyers ; there may 
have been gentlemen at the bar possessed of higher 
powers of logic, but, take him all in all — as a man^ faith- 
ful to his client, faithful to the Court, faithful to himself, 
faithful in all his professional relations — in his entire 
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course I do not know a gentleman whose record is a bet- 
ter record to-day than that of Mr. Humphrey. More 
learned lawyers there may have been, but none more 
honorable — none who have left a more safe example for 
us to follow ; and I am sure it is the voice of the whole 
profession when I say, that no man has left us more re- 
spected, that no man will go to the grave more univer- 
sally regretted, than James Humphrey. 

Ex-Judge LuciEN Birdseye followed. He said: — I 
wish to add a word or two in reference to the character 
and life of our departed brother, and in doing so I desire 
to call attention to what always seemed to me to be the 
most remarkable feature in the life and character of Mr. 
Humphrey. It was his entire simplicity and sincerity in 
every act of his life. In all things, the simplest and 
most casual, as well as the greatest and most important, 
Mr. Humphrey was a man entirely pure, simple, and sin- 
cere in all his words, in all his desires, in all his acts. 
He seemed to me ever moved by one single principle, to 
bring forward the performance of duty in hand — whatso- 
ever it was — and endeavor to do it honestly, faithfully, 
and completely, and there leave it. He was free of every- 
thing like guile or deception, and with a heart overflow- 
ing with good feeling, not only toward his client, but his 
professional opponent in the cause ; for the Court, whose 
officer he was, and for his opponent's interest as well as 
that of his own client. I think that can hardly be said 
of any other lawyer of whom we know. As I have heard 
it said of Mr. Humphrey by one of his own clients, since 
his decease, that never did he seek to press beyond what 
was right and just the interest of his client to the injury 
of his opponent's client; and I think this will be the 
universal voice of those who knew him, that he never 
sought to obtain the success of his client where he hon- 
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estly believed that justice did not demand such succesB. 
I believe it was this success, thus assured, which enabled 
Mr. Humphrey, by intelligent labor and constant appli- 
cation, to obtain the whole of his case, so as to present it 
faithfully and truly ; and that it was an element of suc- 
cess with him, which is stronger than many of the elements 
which influence us in the contests of the bar, to press, 
sometimes, for more than we ought to obtain. The sim- 
ple desire of obtaining that which was right and true and 
just gave him success in his eifoits. And I wish to testify 
from my own knowledge, from all the associations I had 
with him in society, in political life, in professional life — 
to bear my hearty witness to the kindness of his heart, 
to the purity of his life in all things. It is certainly re- 
markable that two very eminent citizens of Brooklyn, 
who have departed during the past week, should have on 
all hands testimony borne to the purity, the uprightness, 
the Christian sincerity of their lives ; and that their ex- 
ample in this respect should be received by men of all 
ranks in society certainly is a lesson which we may take 
to ourselves, that the real and true gain which every man 
ought to strive for is that sincerity, that uprightness, that 
purity of character of which we have had here such emi- 
nent examples, in not only the life of the gentleman whose 
career we are now met to speak of, but of one who was 
so intimately associated with him in the regards and 
wishes of this community. 

Hon. Henry C. Murphy next spoke as follows : — I do 
not know that I can add anything to what has been so 
ably and eloquently said in relation to the departed. Our 
brother has fallen under the inexorable hand of death, in 
the highest vigor of his intellect — one who, by his learn- 
ing and example, was calculated to be most useful to so- 
ciety and to obtain an honorable distinction for himself. 



(35) 

Hig removal has made a sensible gap in our front ranks, 
and we could not if we would, and we would not if we 
could, be insensible to' the loss. I will not speak of 
his private and personal character, which has been dwelt 
upon by the gentlemen who have preceded me, but I will, 
for a moment, look at his public character. I became 
acquainted with him at his first establishment in our city, 
now about twenty-five years ago, and I have maintained 
during the whole period since until his death a friendly, 
though not, perhaps, an intimate intercouse with him. I 
differed from him on many points, particularly in refer- 
ence to public policy ; but perhaps that very difference 
or antagonism has enabled me the better to judge of his 
character and appreciate his worth. James Humphrey 
was sincere and decided in his opinions ; courteous and 
gentlemanly always in maintaining them, which he did 
with marked ability. And yet, sir, he never did justice 
to himself, I thought, for he seemed to shrink from that 
prominence which he was fully entitled to take in public 
debate. Soon after he came to our city he became a 
member of our Common Council, where he remained for 
several years, taking there a very prominent part in the 
deliberations of that body, when the presence of gentle- 
men, of citizens of character, gave importance and con- 
sideration to those deliberations ; when such men as John 
Skillman, and Joseph Sprague, and Thomas G. Talmage, 
and Thomas E. Jerrold — now numbered, like him, with 
the dead, when Fisher Howe, Samuel Smith, Jesse C. 
Smith, and others it is unnecessary to mention, took part 
in them ; — there Mr. Humphrey made himself thoroughly 
acquainted with the affairs of our city, with its financial 
and general municipal interests, in all of which he mani- 
fested a deep interest, and where he qualified himself 
eminently for the position to which he was afterwards 
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called of being its Counsellor. That duty, or the duties 
of that office, he discharged faithfully and honestly to the 
city, and he has left his impression upon his fellow-citizens 
as an honorable and faithful officer. From thence, shortly 
afterwards, he went into the councils of the nation. Twice, 
I believe, has he been elected to that position, and there 
he has filled prominent places on committees, and labori- 
ously and industriously discharged his duties. In his 
whole public course, as Alderman, as Counsellor of the 
city, as Representative of this district in Congress, James 
Humphrey has pre-eminently shown himself a pure and 
honest man. He has gone from us, sir — as I have said 
Jl before — ^in the acme, as it were, of life ; but he has left 
behind him a character demanding our respect and regard 
— a fit and worthy example for those who come after 
him — a character which we who have known him will 
never forget. 

Alden J. Spoonbr, Esq., said: Mr. Chairman: — A 
moment yet remains after the very thorough review 
which has been made of our friend's life, his character and 
his services, and I feel that it is more for myself than for 
him that I say that which I am impelled to say on this 
occasion, of the impressions made by him when he early 
came to Brooklyn, upon me — impressions which have 
continued through our long intercourse from that time 
to the hour of his death, although that intercourse was 
not the familiar intercourse of every day life, because we 
have not all of us the intercourse we could wish in the 
busy life of a great and growing city. But Mr. Humphrey 
was one of those men of whom Shakspeare says : " One 
touch of nature makes the whole word kin ;" and to have 
made his acquaintance by one of like sympathy was 
always to have held it ; I think it must be said of Mr. 
Humphrey particularly, of all our public men, that he was 
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one of those who never sought honors. I have had some- 
thing to do with thrusting honors upon him in the course 
of his career ; and though he was shrinkingly modest, as 
some other speaker has remarked, he was early taken to 
be one of our counsellors, one of our active men in public 
business. Modest as he was, it was soon found he was 
eminently suited to such business, although it was soon 
found that the most eminent faculties of the mind were 
struggling against the encroachments of disease. In 
every situation in which Mr. Humphrey was placed he 
seemed to be doing his utmost to come up to the full 
stature of a man. His clear and analytical talents as a 
lawyer were such as eminently fitted him for his responsi- 
ble career. Mr. Spooner went on to state that his as- 
sociations with Mr. Humphrey were more of a scholarly 
and literary character than otherwise, and spoke very 
highly of him in this regard. 

Judge DiKEMAN brought the remarks to a close with 
a touching and eloquent eulogy upon Mr. Humphrey's 
eminent services in the councils of the City Government 
and of the Government of the nation. What he particu- 
larly wished to be impressed on the mind was the ad- 
vantages to be derived by all parties in elevating men of 
the standard of James Humphrey to positions of trust 
and responsibility. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Before adjournment it was resolved, on the motion of 
Joshua M. Van Cott, Esq., that the bar attend the funeral 
of Mr. Humphrey to-morrow afternoon at 3 o'clock, from 
the Church of the Pilgrims, corner of Henry and Rem- 
sen streets — each member to meet in the Supreme Court- 
room at 2 1-2 o'clock, wearing the usual badge of mourn- 
ing upon the left arm. 
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June 80, 1866. 



UNITED STATBS DISTRICT COURT — EASTERN DISTRICT. 

BBFORB JUDGE BENEDICT. 

The Court was opened yesterday for the first time in 
the new Court-room, which was found to be a pleasant 
room to the eye, and apparently a pleasant one to speak 
in. After the return of process, the Judge announced 
that the calendar would be called, and cases could be 
set down for any day but yesterday. 

After the calendar was called and the cases set down, 
B. D. Silliman, Esq., United States District- Attorney, 
moved the adjournment of the Court as a token of respect 
to the memory of Hon. James Humphrey, whose funeral 
was to take place in the afternoon. 

Mr. Silliman prefaced his motion with the following 
remarks : 

In accordance with the wish of my brethren of the bar, 
and I doubt not in accordance also with the feelings of 
the Court, I nse to move the suspension of our accus- 
tomed duties in order that we may unite in the funeral 
ceremonies — the last sad tribute of affection and respect 
to our deceased friend and brother, James Humphrey. 
In his death the profession, the community, and the coun- 
sels of the nation have lost an eminent and able lawyer 
— a uscftil and honored citizen — a pure, upright and faith- 
ful statesman. The resolutions adopted at the general 
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meeting of the bar, held yesterday, and the earnest and 
eloquent language of the gentlemen who addressed that 
meeting, attest their deep sense of the public loss and 
their high appreciation of his talents and his virtues. 
The strong and earnest language of those resolutions and 
addresses were not the words of strained or undeserved 
eulogy. They were but a simple and truthful tribute to 
distinguished worth. It is rare that we find combined in 
any public man merits so varied and so marked as those 
which adorned the character of Mr. Humphrey. Many 
men have learning, many men have integrity, many men 
have strong powers of reasoning, many men have culti- 
vated taste and wann hearts, and refinement and gentle- 
ness of nature, but we seldom find such qualities so 
blended in a harmonious whole. To my junior brethren 
of the bar, who have become its active members since 
Mr. H. retired from its more constant duties, I may say 
that he was a model and an ornament to the profession. 
He possessed the qualities of mind, nature and learning 
for the higher walks of the law. He was conspicuous 
for that great foundation virtue on which all other 
virtues rest — truth* The Court was always sure and 
the Jury soon felt sure, that he could not state as law 
or fact anything that he did not believe to be true. The 
Court knew that in stating the law or citing authorities 
he would make no partial statement — that he would con- 
ceal or withhold no qualifying part of a decision or a rule. 
He was courteous to his opponents. He was not of the 
vulgar school who indulged in personalities toward the 
opposite counsel, or who seek to carry their case by abuse 
of parties, or rudeness and unfairness to witnesses. He 
tried his cause on its merits and on the law, and the Court 
and the Jury knew when he closed that they had received 
from him a fair and honest and most able presentation of 
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the case of his client. In his career, which was not brief, 
for he was approaching three score years when summoned 
by the inexorable call, Mr. Humphrey had achieved 
much. More fortunate than most of our calling whose 
fame ends with the grave, he had attained not only the 
honors of his profession — the munera officii — but he had 
been elected among the rulers of the land, and his name 
is honorably inscribed in the records of the nation. He 
had not only mastered the learning of the law, and become 
prominent in the ranks of the Bar as counsel and advo- 
cate, but he had participated in the administration of the 
Government of the country, and in its guidance at periods 
of critical and momentous importance. His excellent 
judgment and vigorous sense and practical business tal- 
ents led to his early selection by our citizens as one of 
their municipal council. Thereafter he became their 
legal adviser and guide in the capacity of Counsel to the 
Corporation. The fidelity and ability and integrity with 
which he performed these duties indicated his fitness for 
a still higher sphere, and he was twice chosen by this 
great and intelligent constituency as their representative 
in the halls of Congress. How truly and loyally and 
faithiuUy he performed his duties there I need not say. 
We can only wish, for our city and ourselves, that his 
successor — whoever he may be — may emulate his exam- 
ple, and deserve the esteem and achieve the influence and 
usefulness which he attained and wielded in the councils 
of the nation. 

The protracted ill health from which Mr. Humphrey 
suffered seemed never to have dulled his intellect or 
checked its action or enfeebled its powers. His body 
was weak and frail, but his spirit was strong and active. 
His attainments in professional and political knowledge 
were great. In general scholarship he had few superiors 
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among us. He was a man of rare literary attainments. 
His taste, naturally delicate and refined, was cultivated 
by familiar knowledge of the best authors. His manners 
were those of a polished gentleman — graceful, amiable, 
courteous, refined. Always considerate of the feelings 
and sensibilities of others, he received the spontaneous 
respect, deference, and high regard of others toward him- 
self. His fidelity to duty, to his friends, to his country, 
was as sure as the sun to his rising. In that hour of 
dread and doubt, when treason reared its crest, when so 
many, -even in our own section of the country, gave un- 
certain signs, no man thought of asking. What will be 
the course of James Humphrey ? It would have been 
impossible for such a heart and such a soul as his to be 
elsewhere than on the side of his country. All that he 
possessed — his very life's blood — would have been a free 
gift for her safety. In speaking of such natures. Sir, I 
cannot forbear allusion to another noble man whom death 
has so recently taken from us. Though Mr. Odell was 
not a member of our immediate profession, he was one of 
that brotherhood of good and pure and able and faith- 
ful men and patriots whom we all love and honor. Such 
men as Humphrey and Odell not only have our earnest 
regard and gratitude for their good deeds, but they leave 
examples the influence of which will bless their fellow- 
men long after they themselves have gone to their great 
reward. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Van Santvoord, 
who said: — In rising to second the motion which has 
been made, I desire to say that I concur in the sentiments 
of appreciation of our departed friend which have been 
so well expressed by the District- Attorney. My acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Humphrey goes back to the time when he 
was a student in the law school at New Haven, then 
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under the charge of Judge Daggett. I entered that 
school of sound legal learning before he had completed 
his course, and my acquaintance with him commenced 
there. It is not, therefore, inappropriate for me to state 
such impressions as I have received from my long ac- 
quaintance with him. 

In that school he was distinguished for his amiable 
deportment and kindness, for his high literary culture, his 
patient industry, and his careful investigation of what is 
controling in legal principles. He had the capacity in no 
ordinary degree of clearly stating legal propositions, a 
quality which is generally esteemed by the profession as 
essential to proficiency in ethical and polished science. 
Knowledge of principles is power ; but to the effective 
use of that power the faculty of clear and definite state- 
ment, which he cultivated, is essential. 

With these qualifications, his success as a lawyer was 
assured from the start. The question was only one of 
time, and, as we all know, the expectation was not dis- 
appointed. In his private and professional life he was 
altogether exemplary. His views of the great social and 
political questions which have shaken the Government to 
its foundation were embraced by him on solid convic- 
tions. I do not propose to enter upon these, but I may 
say that his public life was marked by integrity, firmness 
of purpose, and a following of what he believed to be 
right in principle and most conducive to the best inter- 
ests of his country. 

The removal of such a man from active life is always 
to be deplored. In his death was a loss sustained, not 
only by his family and his more intimate associates, but 
by the Bar, of which he was an honorable member ; by 
the community in which he lived, and which was the 
better for his influence ; by the Church in whose faith he 
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believed, and by the State, of which he was a useful 
public servant. Over the graves of such men plants and 
flowers ever spring. 

With these remarks, I second the motion, and I think 
further that some memorial should be prepared and en- 
tered in accordance with custom upon the minutes of the 
Court. 

Mr. R. D. Benedict made a few remarks, noting that 
it was the moral excellencies of the deceased which espe- 
cially made him an example, and would make him missed 
by the Bar and in the community. 

The Judge said, I can add nothing to what has been 
said by the members of the Bar, except that I concur 
with everything that has fallen from the lips of the 
speakers. And in commemoration of the high patriotism 
and exalted works of Mr. Humphrey as a man and as a 
member of the Bar, I shall direct the Court to stand 
adjourned. 

I also appoint Mr. Van Cott, Mr. Van Santvoord 
and Mr. Owen, a committee to prepare a proper memo- 
rial to enter upon the minutes of the Court. 

The Court then adjourned. 
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At a special meeting of the Directors of the Home In- 
surance Company, held on Wednesday, 20th June, 1866, 
the following was ordered to be entered on their min- 
utes, viz : — 

Whereasy We have been apprised of the decease of the Hon. James 
Humphrey, one of the original Directors, and active members of this 
Institution, it seems fitting that we place on record some expressicHi of 
onr feelings in regard to the loss we, as well as his family and the large 
circle of friends by whom he was so highly and justly esteemed, have 
thereby sustained, and it is therefore 

Besclvedy That in the recent death of James Humphrey, one of the 
founders of this Institution, an active and valuable member of its 
Board of Directors until the day of his death, and the Law Counsellor 
of the Company during the first six years of its existence, we acknowl- 
edge the dispensation of Him who doeth all things according to His 
all-wise purpose, and truly lament the loss from our circle of one whose 
conservative counsel was ever esteemed of great value, and whose cour- 
teous and gentlemanly deportment especially commended him to our 
personal and affectionate regard. 

Jiesolvedy That in thus recording our estimate of our own personal 
and official loss, we desire also to extend to the family of our deceased 
friend, and associate, our sincere and heart-felt sympathy for them in 
the great sorrow with which they are thus visited. 

Sesoivedj That we will attend the funeral of out late associate this day. 

Sesolvedy That a copy of the above Minutes and Resolutions, signed 
by the Officers of the Company, be transmitted to the family of the 
deceased. 

CHARLES J. MARTIN, President. 

John McGeb, Secretary, 
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{From the Brooklyn Union^ June 2i8t.) 



The fiineral of Hon, James Humphrey took place 
yesterday afternoon, (June 20th). At 2 o'clock private 
services were held at his late residence, No. 161 Colum- 
bia Street, which were conducted by the Rev. Dr. Storrs, 
and attended by a large number of relatives and friends, 
and the Congressional delegation. At their close, the 
remains were borne to the Church of the Pilgrims, where 
public services were held. 

Here a large number of friends of the deceased had 
gathered awaiting the services, and meditating, undoubt- 
edly, on the shortness of life and the certainty of death 
to even the most useful and the most accomplished. The 
pulpit was heavily draped, and at each side of it sat men 
prominent in every department of science and literature, 
with many of whom Mr. Humphrey had been personally 
acquainted. 

Shortly after 3 o'clock Rev. Dr. Budington, Rev. Mr. 
Beecher, and Rev. Mr. Gallagher, of St. Ann's, entered 
the pulpit, and in a few moments later the head of the 
procession entered the vestibule. The magnificent floral 
crosses, wreaths, and the still more beautiful crown were 
placed on the table, and then, as the deep-toned organ 
sounded a dirge, and the choir chanted the requiem, — 
" Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord," — the pro- 
cession moved, with measured tread, up the centre aisle, 
Dr. Storrs at its head, and the remains borne by the fol- 
lowing-named pall-bearers : 
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Judge Benedict, U. S. Court, 
B. D. SiLLiMAN, U. S. District- 
Attorney, 
Wm. Allen Butler, Esq., 
A. A. Low, Esq., 
J. Cabson Bbevoort, Esq., 



J. S. T. Strakahan, Esq., 
H. E. Pierrepont, Esq., 
S. B. Chittenden, Esq., 
R. P. Buck, Esq., 
Walter T. Hatch, Esq., 
Anthony F. Campbell, Esq., 



Geo. W. Parsons, Esq. 



Following were the family and relatives of the de- 
ceased, and the Congressional delegation, consisting of 
Hon. W. E. Dodge, Eighth Congressional District of New 
York ; Hon. Thos. T. Davis, Twenty-third Congressional 
District of New York ; Hon. Nelson Taylor, Fifth Con- 
gressional District of New York ; Hon. Daniel Morris, 
Twenty-fifth Congressional District of New York ; Hon. 
Charles H. Winfield, Eleventh Congressional District of 
New York ; Hon. Wm. A. Darling, Ninth Congressional 
District of New York ; Hon. Stephen Taber, First Con- 
gressional District of New York ; and Mr. Goodenow, 
the Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives. 

The remainder of the procession consisted of a large 
number of friends. 

The coffin was borne to the front of the pulpit, and on 
it were placed the floral tributes. Then all were seated. 
At the right of the pulpit were the members of the bar, 
at the left the Common Council, while in the front pews 
were the pall-be^rers, the relatives of Mr. Humphrey, 
the members of Congress, Dr. Crane, Commissioner Ber- 
gen, and so many distinguished citizens that, once com- 
mencing to enumerate them, we should have but little 
space for anything but their names. 

The opening prayer was offi3red by Dr. Budington, and 
was very comprehensive, consoling, and, as well, affect- 
ing. The following hymn, by Montgomery, (music, 
"Oakesville," by Ch. Zeuner,) was then sung : 
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Sing w^the song of those who stand 
Around the eternal throne, 

Of every kindred, clime, and land, 
A multitude unknown. 



Toil, trial, suffering still await 

On earth the pilgrim's throng ; 
Yet learn we in our low estate 

The Church Triumphant' s song. 

" "Worthy the Lamb for sinners slain," — 

Cry the redeemed above, 
" Blessing and honor to obtain, 

And everlasting love !" 

" Worthy the Lamb," on earth we sing, 

" Who died our souls to save ! 
Henceforth, O Death ! where is thy sting ! 

Thy victory, O Grave !" 

Selections from the Epistle to the Corinthians were then 
read by Rev. Mr. Gallagher, assistant rector of St. Ann's ; 
after which the following hymn, by Montgomery, (music 
by E. Sweetser,) was then sung by the choir : 

There is a calm for those who weep, 

A rest for weary pilgrims found : 
They softly lie, and sweetly sleep, 
Low in the ground. 

The soul, of origin divine, 

God's glorious image, freed from clay, 
In heaven's eternal sphere shall shine, 
A star of day. 

The sun is but a spark of fire, 

A transient meteor in the sky ; 
The soul, immortal as its Sire, 
Shall never die. 

At the close of this hymn, amid the deep stillness of 
the place. Rev. Dr. Stores delivered the following ad- 
dress : — 
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We have gathered, my friends, in the house of God, to 
commemorate the virtues, to call up again to our thoughts 
the various excellencies and beauties, in the character 
and life of him whom God hath suddenly taken from us ; 
as well as to call upon God in prayer for His blessing 
upon those who remain behind, and especially upon those 
who were nearest and dearest to our departed friend; as 
well as to praise God for His great goodness and kind- 
ness manifested to him who now, in His own wisdom and 
love. He hath summoned to Himself. Our friend himself 
would be the first, if living and present with us, to re- 
buke or to forbid any words of excessive eulogy — any 
words whatever of eulogy, indeed, that did not redound 
to the glory of God, from whose gift he received what- 
ever he possessed, to the honor of his Divine Lord whom 
it was his joy to serve, in whose cross was his only hope, 
and in whose smile is now his perfect heaven. Admonished 
by what I know and you know that his wishes would 
have been, I shall speak of him but briefly and modestly ; 
keeping far within, rather than going beyond by a single 
line, what my heart prompts, what your hearts will re- 
spond to ; what we shall all recognize as true and just, 
and proper to be said, of him who is no longer with us 
except in spirit. 

We have gathered here — his friends and neighbors — 
to mourn for a friend, whose presence was always wel- 
come, a source of gratification and of joy, in our social as 
in our public assemblies ; whose presence we shall miss 
hereafter, feeling that an element of grace, of beauty, 
and of attraction, is from them forever withdrawn. We 
have gathered, as having been associated with him in 
various public institutions, to bear witness to the fidelity 
with which he discharored the manifold duties that there 
devolved upon him — the patience and cheerfulness, the 
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integrity and the kindness, which he always manifested 
in his intercourse with others. We have gathered, as his 
associates at the bar, to express our sense of the fidelity 
with which he performed the difficult, laborious, and 
responsible duties intrusted to him in the discharge of 
his profession. We have gathered, as those who now 
administer the civil affairs of the Government of this city, 
to testify our respect for him who formerly bore high and 
honorable part in those councils ; as those who were asso- 
ciated with him in the National councils, to testify to the 
respect which his character, his powers, his consistency 
and steadiness in the maintenance of the principles which 
seemed to him just, inspired in those who were thus and 
there associated with him. 

Mapy men are admired and honored for what they 
accomplish ; and are mourned, when they are taken from 
the world, because of the plans which have been left un- 
finished, and which it seems impossible that any other 
hand should take up and complete. We mourn for the 
friend who has left us now for what he was in himself 
We admired, and honored, and loved him for that while 
he was with us in the body ; we sorrow for the absence 
of that, which was so rich and rare and peculiar, now that 
God has called him to Himself There may be others to 
take up and accomplish in his place the offices which he 
has filled in the world. There may be others to carry 
out to success the plans which he has left unfinished. 
But how shall we fill again the vase with that precious 
ointment, the fragrance of which made his household so 
sweet, and his whole ministry in it so beautiful and 
blessed ? How shall we recall the subtle music of that 
engaging and delightful character which has now vanished 
from our sight ? 

For what he was in himself we loved him, and we miss 
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and mourn him now for that. It is not too much to say 
that our friend would have been a rare and a remarkable 
man in any society. Perhaps a charactei, a nature like 
his, would have seemed more native to other climes and 
other lands than those in which he saw the light, and in 
which he had his early training and his later develop- 
ment. We are accustomed to think that so much of 
gentleness and courtesy, so much scholarly refinement 
and poetical taste as were combined in his character and 
temperament, are hardly adapted to win large influence 
in a democratically-organized society like ours ; hardly 
adapted to meet its rude buffets and contests. And yet 
here God gave him his birth, his being, and his beauty, 
and brought him to that development which we lovingly 
contemplated, and now lovingly remember. There 
always seemed to me a singular union of qualities, that 
are ordinarily regarded as opposite, and perhaps expulsive 
of each other, in him who has been taken from us. 

What one would have noticed in him first, perhaps, 
was his scholarly taste, the fineness of his mind, his natu- 
ral and affectionate sympathy with all that was beau- 
tiful in literature, with all that was exquisite in art, with 
all that was noble in eloquence and reason. The literary 
instinct was natural and strong in him. He dearly loved 
to collect choice books ; to surround himself with repre- 
sentatives of the fine arts. His library was always a 
place of rest to him. He would be the first to be referred 
to in any society upon any question of literary criticism 
or taste ; the first to be referred to for verifying or for 
correcting a quotation, especially from the earlier Eng- 
lish writers. But at the same time that he was thus 
scholarly and refined, with this beautiful aptitude for 
whatever is attractive in literary investigation and at- 
tainment, he was a man of the most steadfast attachment 
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to principle ; of great practical skill and energy — ^when 
in health — ^in accomplishing the plans which were neces- 
sary to carry his convictions into practice ; a constant 
worker for that which he believed in ; an earnest believer 
in principles that commended themselves to his judgment 
and conscience as reasonable and right. All the delicacy 
of his nature, all the fineness of his sensibility to litera- 
ture and culture, never interfered for an instant with that 
steadfastness of conviction which he had inherited from 
his ancestors which had been cultivated and unfolded by 
the religious influences that were thrown around him in 
his childhood and youth, and which he had cultivated in 
himself as a necessary element of excellence and of power. 

Every oile must have been struck, too, with the natural 
kindliness of disposition which was manifest in our friend, 
which was native to him, and which was the source of 
that beautiful courtesy of manner which is so rare in our 
society, so rare and admirable in any society, but which 
to him was as native as the song is to the bird, as bril- 
liancy of color to the wing of the butterfly. He could 
not be otherwise than courteous, one might almost say, 
if he tried. The grace of courtesy was instinctive with 
him ; inwrought in the essential fibre of his constitution ; 
having its foundation in that genuine native kindliness 
of heart which revealed itself in every word and look 
and gesture, which enabled him to overcome in a degree 
the reserve that was also natural to him, and to mingle 
with men with far more of heartiness, and cheerful re- 
sponsiveness to their greetings, than except for such con- 
stant kindness of disposition he would have been likely 
to show. 

And yet with this kindness there was united a grand 
frankness and fearlessness of spirit. His kindness itself 
was fearless, and was sometimes heroic. We attended the 
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services a day or two since — the funeral services — of one 
who was his competitor through two heated and exciting 
political contests for the office which our fiiend held at 
his death, and had held still earlier. It is a fact which 
was brought to my knowledge last evening oiily, by the 
nearest male relative surviving of him whose funeral we 
attended the last week, that during one of those contests 
there were two charges made against the personal char- 
acter of Mr. Odell, the competitor of Mr. Humphrey, at 
which he felt himself sorely tried. Accustomed to the 
charges that fly about in the newspapers, and in the 
speeches of men, when political contests are exciting, he 
yet felt himself pierced by these charges, which touched 
the integrity and manliness of his Christian character. 
And in each of the instances, before a word had been 
said by anybody else, Mr. Humphrey, his competitor, — 
who was to profit, if anybody was to profit, by the cir- 
culation of unfounded charges against him who was con- 
testing his place, — arose and indignantly denied that the 
charges could be true, saying, "I know him, he is a 
Christian man — a Christian gentleman ; it is impossible ^ 
that this should be true." In the one instance a charge 
publicly made was thus publicly and immediately denied. 
In the other instance a charge which had been prepared 
— with no intent of malice, but under a misconception — 
for publication, was withdrawn, silenced, and destroyed, 
through the personal interposition of Mr. Humphrey. 

I speak of this to illustrate the frankness and fearless- 
ness which were united with his kindness ; that kindness 
which wrought in him always, and made him what he 
was — which made his presence always a source of en- 
couragement and cheer, because it was always expressive 
of .sympathy. It was a kindness that was united with 
the most perfect frankness, and with a wondrous fearless- 
ness of spirit. *' 
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A constitution like his, so graceful, and delicate, in 
harmony with all that is loveliest and most beautiful, 
rather than with that which is gnarled and strong, might 
have given the impression of weakness, rather than of 
vigor — the impression, perhaps, of something almost 
effeminate in its beautiful gentleness — except for the 
illustration which he gave of other qualities ; especially 
for the heroic fortitude with which he bore the long and 
stern discipline of sickness which was laid upon him. 
Think of him ! for ten years, fighting against the power 
of a disease whose energies manacled and pervaded his 
system, without a word of complaint from first to last ; 
cheerful to the end ; always saying, " I am better than I 
was," when he was asked of his health ; always ready 
to undertake any acts of friendship for those whom he 
loved, beyond the limits of his strength, the natural ten- 
derness and generosity of his spirit leading him to forget 
for the moment the manacles, invisible but tenacious, by 
which he was bound I How difficult it is for any one of 
us to suffer sickness for a day — for a week — without 
having some morbid conditions generated in the mind 
through the physical infirmity ; without becoming, as we 
say, nervous and excitable, irritable, perhaps, on the 
slightest occasion. And yet, through all these years, no 
word or look of impatience or irritation, hardly a murmur, 
certainly not a complaint, came from him on whom God had 
so heavily laid His hand. Ah ! how this was illustrated 
in the last days of his life ! Seized in the grasp of a pain 
so protracted and so intense that he said himself that 
with all his previous experience of suffering, he had never 
known what it was to suffer until that hour ; compelled 
to remain upon his journey until he reached the City of 
Wilmington ; then compelled to leave the train, and seek 
succor and rest ; lingering through the night in this in- 
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tense suffering, and through the days that followed in a 
suffering so intense as to be premonitory of death, as he 
felt it to be — he yet would not startle his friends at home 
by letting them know of his condition, but preferred 
that the first message they heard should be that brought 
by his own lips and by his own presence. You may tell 
me of the soldier dying on the battle field, in heroic con- 
secration and self-sacrifice ; to me there is an image of 
higher heroism, and more perfect self-sacrifice, in that 
solitary suffering — endured all alone, through unwilling- 
ness to excite the fears or to startle the hearts of those 
whom he had left behind. A true hero of the world, 
fighting against disease, submissive to God, cheerful to 
the last ! Retaining his consciousness to the very end, 
almost his last words were those of afiectionate unwill- 
ingness to have the face that was dearest to him with- 
drawn for an instant from his sight ; his very last words 
— words of touching, pathetic weakness — " I am faint." 
And so he went into the presence of his God ; into the 
world invisible ; into the communion of the just ; into 
the experience of the redeemed. 

The last trait that I would speak of was his earnest and 
humble faith in Christ. Born in the midst of a religious 
household, educated under the influences of one of the 
most religious of families, always entirely correct an^ 
exemplary in his outward habit and custom of life, im- 
pressed by religious truth, persuaded of the truths which 
had been taught him in his infancy and childhood, and 
with which he had been familiar through the discourses of 
the pulpit, through religious treatises, through the pages 
of the Scriptures, in all subsequent years — it might have 
seemed that he, if any one, need have made no definite 
consecration of himself to Christ ; need have acknowl- 
edged in public no dependence upon the Redeemer for 
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acceptance with the Father. The influences of the 
Gospel, and of the Grace of God accompanying this, had 
impressed themselves so silently and so subtly on his 
mind and conscience, and on his heart, from the earliest 
years of his life, that while I, even many years ago, knew 
that he was truly a Christian disciple, I feared there 
would never come a crisis so vivid in his experience that 
he would feel that he had passed there the line of sub- 
mission, and had become consciously consecrated to God. 
But that line was reached through the ministry of sick- 
ness, which brought that crisis ; and without anything 
like fear — after his sickness had wrought its work, after 
he was pronounced convalescent — without any shadow 
of alarm upon his face, he said to me as I stood by his 
bedside : " I have been brought, in this my sickness, to 
reflect upon what I have long neglected to do — ^to conse- 
crate myself publicly to the Lord Jesus Christ. As soon 
as I rise from my bed I propose, with God's help, to unite 
myself to His people, acknowledging my dependence 
"Upon the Lord and giving myself forever to His service." 
And at this sacramental table, to which we have brought 
his lifeless body, he thus gave himself to the Master who 
went through death before him that the grave might be 
Iblessed to him, and made a portal to eternal life. 

Ever afterwards it was a source of great regret to him, 
frequently expressed, that his continued physical infirm- 
ity, from which he only had a present, temporary, and 
precarious release, prevented him from taking part as 
efficiently and as constantly as he would otherwise have 
done in the public services of the Church of Christ. " Un- 
to him it was given," — as the Apostle said to the Philipian 
<M>nvert8, — " unto him it was given, to suffer for the sake 
of Christ ;" not to do much, to say much, to give much 
— ^these Philipian converts could not thus accomplish 
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much — ^but unto them it was given to suffer in their 
time for the sake of Christ. Unto our friend, passing 
through the furnace of this protracted suffering — month 
after month, and year after year, fettered by this disease, 
and still bearing it without complaint and without repin- 
ing, with cheerful fortitude and trust in God, with sub- 
mission to God's will, and a faith that looked beyond the 
Present into the Hereafter — to him it was given to preach 
from the pulpit of pain a lesson of patience ; to preach 
from the sick bed sermons of resignation, submission, 
and fortitude — ^better, nobler, and more eloquent than 
any spoken discourses could ever have been. 

So we remember him whom God hath now called to 
Himself — for what he was, for what he is ; and we antici- 
pate with joy the time when, parting ourselves from the 
body, we shall be joined, not with him only, but with 
the great company who have gone before and who have 
now welcomed him into their number. How a death like 
this, of one with faculties fitting him for large usefulness, 
with the culture of years just wholly ripened unto fruit- 
age, with his influence in society widening every year — 
how the death of such an one brings to our thoughts, my 
brethren, the invisible and immortal world ! It is im- 
possible that this life is terminated. It is impossible that 
all the precious gifts God gave to our brother are now 
to be laid in the grave — have ceased to he any longer. 
It is impossible, but that he has ascended to realms 
nobler and brighter than this which it is given to us to 
inhabit ; to offices far grander than those which we are 
permitted to fill ; to a vision of God, in comparison with 
which our utmost knowledge is merest ignorance ; to a 
complete purification, which is a source to him of ever- 
lasting strength and everlasting gladness. Thanks be to 
God, that the veil is rent, that the immortal realms are 
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brought near to us, and that we may know that, though 
he shall not return to us, we shall surely, if we are 
Christ's, go up to him. 

To those associated with him at the bar, in the city 
councils, in the National Congress, in the various institu- 
tions of which he was a member; to those associated 
with him in this church of Christ ; to all of us — how the 
lesson comes of the briefness of this life, how soon its 
crowded and hurrying years will all be ended, how proxi- 
mate at every step we are to the Invisible ! how sharply 
comes the admonition to us to prepare to hear the voice 
that shall in like manner call us away, whether it come 
a^ midnight or at the cock-crowing, or in the morning ; 
and to be ready, whenever it comes, to answer the sum- 
mons with submission and faith! And how blessed 
above this coffin become these great and gracious prom- 
ises, never so precious as when we look to them from 
amid the clouds of bereavement and of sorrow ! how 
precious above all words becomes that Cross of Christ in 
which he trusted, and whose emblem lies upon his coffin ; 
whose emblem has been changed to him now to a glori- 
ous reality, as Christ Himself, bending from His throne, 
has greeted His disciple entering with palm and white 
robe and song and crown, within the gates of pearl, and 
feeling at last the very pierced hand of the Lord clasping 
his! 

God be praised for all He gave him here ! God be 
praised for all the recollections we have and shall have 
of him while we live ! God be praised for the grander 
qualities and nobler powers, for the perfect liberation 
from all feebleness and pain, which He has given to him 
above ! God be praised for the hope which we may 
have, through Christ, of walking with him, and talking 
with him, in the infinite leisure of immortality ; where 
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no virtue shall ever be conceived that he shall not aspire 
to ; no knowledge that he shall not seek to gain ; and no 
office that shall be too high for his disenthralled and im- 
mortal powers ! God help us, keep us, quicken and guide 
us, and at last bring us to His own presence, and unto 
Him be all the praise. Amen ! 

At the conclusion of this address notice was given that 
at the conclusion of a prayer, to be offered by Rev. Mr. 
Beecher, the remains would be taken to the southwest 
tower of the church, where all who wished to view them 
once more would have an opportunity of so doing. 

The following hymn — which was written by the Rev. 
Dr. Bethune, formerly of this city, a warm personal friend 
of Mr. Humphrey, and which had been sung at his own 
funeral, several years since — was then sung — (music, 
" Greenwood," by Sweetser,) : 

It is not death to die — 

To leave this weary road. 
And 'mid the brotherhood on hig^h, 

To be at home with God. 

It is not death to close 

The eye long dimmed by tears, 
And wake, in glorions repose 

To spend eternal years. 

It is not death to bear 

The wrench that sets ns free 
From dungeon chain, — to breathe the air 

Of boundless liberty. 

It is not death to fling 

Aside this sinful dust, 
And rise, on strong, exulting wing, 

To live among the just. 

Jesus, thou Prince of life ! 

Thy chosen cannot die ; 
Like Thee, they conquer in the strife, 

To reign with Thee on high. 
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After this hymn, the Rev. H. W. Beechbb offered the 
following prayer: 

Our Father, we render Thee our thanks, that life and 
immortality are brought to light in the Gospel through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. No longer need we 
wander alone in the dust and darkness and blindness, 
longing after, and having aspirations to discern, what 
others have longed for and have not attained. No longer 
are we left lingering amidst the mysteries and ignorance 
more profound that have bewildered the minds of men 
in times past. Thou art the way, and the life ; and in 
Thee, and through Thee, we behold the glorious realities 
of the spiritual world — the heaven, the ftiture, the reali- 
zation of that for which we long. And we know that 
these inward strivings are of the Spirit, uttering things 
by us imperfectly conceived, and which alone we could 
not know until we had experienced the witness of God 
sent to us through them. And away from home, and 
almost ignorant of our Parent, or of our needs. Thou dost 
by the Holy Ghost awaken in the soul longings again for 
the higher and better land ; Thou dost teach us to love 
Thee ; Thou dost teach us how little estate there is in 
this life — of how little worth is everything here ; and 
dost teach us of the eternal life beyond, by Thy Holy 
Spirit and Word. And Thou, by Thine own royal nature, 
dost love us — a Saviour loving us indeed, and loving us 
forever, not alone according to the power or the measure 
of discernment in us, but according to the measure of our 
faith when we shall stand arrayed before Thee in the full- 
ness of Thy glory. And Thou hast made all that which 
of old seemed dark or murky, transparent and luminous 
to us. Joys are greater with us who walk in this light 
than with those who walked without it. And sorrows 
are no more now to us sorrowftiL Thou hast taken away 
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from us the bitter pangs that have afflicted us, in giving 
the strength to those of us that are weary, and comfort 
and consolation to those of us that are sorrowing and in 
disappointment. And we are enabled to rejoice in in- 
firmities, and to wear them as a badge of triumph. These 
things, which men aforetime have called misfortunes, and 
grievous burdens and calamities, we bear with fortitude 
and with faith in Christ. And we find our life and our 
faith come up in the pressure of sorrow ; and all its griefs, 
mortifications and self-diffidences, are taken away and He 
gives us to feel that we have wrought in us the hope of 
glory. And now, O Lord Jesus, we thank Thee that 
there are so many witnesses to this blessed work — to 
these truths which Thou hast revealed to us in the Word, 
and that Thou hast so far transformed and art still 
transforming the ordinary course of human experience, 
that we walk not as other men— for to us in our experi- 
ence death is not the victor, but led captive. Sorrows 
that are around and about the Christian are no longer 
depressing. These tears that we shed are but as dew- 
drops that fall in the night to make all things more 
beauteous in the morning. And we render Thee thanks, 
O Thou blessed Saviour, for this power of Thy love and 
this inspiration of faith. And we are to-day gathered 
here, O Lord, to weep and to rejoice — to be glad in sor- 
row, to speak somewhat of our loss but more of our gain. 
We thank Thee for Thy servant's life and ministrations ; 
we thank Thee that Thou hast thus sealed again Thy 
covenant with parents, and that Thou hast caused them 
to remember that they may rear a child in the way he 
should go, and it shall not be in vain. We thank Thee 
that in him the virtues of his ance^ors have been made 
manifest and augmented. The prayers of father and 
mother have not been in vain, and the early consecration 
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came early in abundant fniit and blessing upon him who 
was the object of it. We thank Thee for his gentleness, 
for his meekness, and for his humility. We thank Thee 
for all in him that won men to admiration, and to love ; 
and that he bore these gifts of beauty and grace not for 
himself but for others. We thank Thee that Thou did'st 
give him clearness of perception and firmness of conscience, 
and that in the midst of political influences, and in com- 
mercial connections, he maintained a generous and dis- 
interested character ; that he walked before men to show 
them that men could be firm and not harsh, that one 
could be full of love and yet strong. We thank Thee 
for this testimony that he has borne for Jesus, and has 
left for us to profit by. And we thank Thee that in 
public affairs he was a witness and an example for us — 
that in public affairs, where men are so carried about by 
currents of selfishness and ambition, he discharged all 
his duties to his friends, his party, his country and his 
God, and maintained a name and character bright and 
spotless, and a memory pure in the sight of men. And 
we thank Thee that Thou hast given our young men an 
example showing that a man can succeed, and be true 
and pure and unselfish ; that manhood in the Lord Jesus 
Christ is consistent with worldly prosperity. For all 
this which Thou hast presented unto us, we render Thee 
thanksgiving. And yet how much more have we to 
praise Thee for — ^for that store of wealth that he has left 
to the household — ^for the power and beauty of that love 
to tho«e who may speak henceforth not of their loss, but 
rather of his infinite gain — for being assured that he now 
enjoys the highest glories around th^e throne of God. 
For his truth and pureness and gentleness and love, which 
made his the household of affection, we thank Thee ; for 
that which Thou didst by a discipline of suffering make 
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him — ^it is Thy work, O Lord God of his fathers, and to 
Thy name be all the praise. And we thank Thee that 
Thou hast made it to appear in his life how easy it is to 
gain the victory over bodily infirmities ; that Thou hast 
rebuked our oft repeated repinings at the voice and call 
of disease and pain ; and that Thou didst make him stead- 
fast and immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord ; and in the midst of the sea, in the waves that 
seemed going over him, in the long period of darkness 
and suffering, that Thou didst give him songs and hymns 
in the night, and cause him to rejoice. This is Thy work, 
O Lord God of his fathers, and to Thy name we give the 
praise. And now Thou hast taken him to Thyself; and 
we are glad, and heartily give thanks, that he shall not 
wear this body in darkness and suffering any more. Thou 
hast completed the work for which Thou sentest him into 
life, and hast called him back again, after long waiting, 
to be blessed, with a crown and with song and with 
eternal rest. And Thou art glorified, and heaven is hap- 
pier, and new victories speak forth, and new graces, and 
a new element in that harmonious love around Thy 
throne. The flood is passed ; the winds are behind ; no 
darkness shall ever know him more ; his day of triumph 
has come; his period of probation is passed for him. 
Only for him is henceforth the rising of that glory as a 
star that shall know no setting in the nobler firmament 
above. For his translation to glory. Lord God of his 
fathers, we thank Thee. 

Now be pleased to remember those to whom on earth 
Thou hast given so great a blessing. Remember them 
still. Thine handmaiden ; Thou didst love and comfort 
and sustain those women that knew Thee when on earth ; 
Thou didst remember them ; Thou didst know the very 
heart of woman ; Thou didst know pain, and bore it with 
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all its extremity of suffering. Be pleased to do Thine 
office work here, and whatever is meant for her in this 
affliction, beyond the interpretation of our finite minds, 
whatever is meant for her in this affliction, put comfort 
and consolation into her heart. Lord, draw near to her ; 
and let her feel by day and by night that Christ thinks 
of her and loves her. And be near, O Lord, to his dear 
children ; and may they not in these moments of greatest 
grief, in the tempest of affliction, forget how he hath 
builded up their whole life, how rich they are in Christian 
memories ; how full is that example of religion that he 
hath given them in time past, which is for them for all 
time to come. And may they by faith and patience walk 
in the same path, trusting in the same Saviour, since 
every thought wings them nearer to him and every day 
brings them one step further on. And grant, we beseech 
of Thee, Thy blessing to those that are connected with 
his household in various relations. Grant, we beseech of 
Thee, all that consolation which they need, and all the 
sactifying infiuence which we earnestly beseech in their 
behalf. Lord God, draw near to those that follow him 
that should have followed them. Draw near to those 
that are afflicted as parents, and are full of sorrow. Lift 
the whole burden of their sorrow from them. Speak to 
the brothers, and to the sisters. Let them know that it 
is the voice of Jesus speaking to them out of the gates of 
the City of Life. And grant to all Thy blessing — ^most 
to those that need most ; to all that are in pain. Grant 
that impression to them of the Holy Ghost, in which, by 
faith, they shall see beyond this earthly experience, and 
be enabled to rise where he is, and from that luminous 
vision behold his departure as he now beholds it, and 
show their love by mingling, in a degree, their sympathy 
with his, and joining with him in that glorious realm in 
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which he walks, crowned and royal, in his Father's king- 
dom. Blessed Saviour, wilt Thou sanctify these dispen- 
sations of affliction and this triumph of Thy servant ; this 
going forth, which has made his whole life seem blessed 
to us. Bless him to all those who were his companions 
in the discharge of public trusts, and all that counselled 
with him ; to all those that labored with him in public 
affair's. And bless him to this church and its pastor ; to 
all the brothers that have prayed and sung with him in 
days gone by. May this day be made rich by its gain 
in heavenly truth to us. We beseech of Thee to make 
everything which added strength and grace to him, and 
which made him fittest for heaven, to be approved to our 
judgment ; and may we follow the example left us, wait- 
ing thfe time when some blessed angel shall be commis- 
sioned to call for us, and men shall say " He is not, for 
God has taken him." Hear us in these things and answer 
us, we beseech Thee, for the sake of Christ Jesus ; and 
to the Father and Son and Spirit shall be the praise for- 
ever more. Amen. 

During this prayer Mr. Beecher was much affected, as 
were also many in the audience. At its close the coffin 
was again taken by the pall-bearers and carried to the 
vestibule, and the audience then passed out, those who 
desired taking a view of the silent remains. 

Mr. Humphrey's countenance was but very slightly 
changed, so slowly had his vital powers been weakened, 
and under other than the attending circumstances one 
would have thought him not dead but sleeping. 

After all who desired to take their last glance at the 
body of the distinguished deceased had done so, the coffin 
was closed and the long procession of carriages com- 
menced their way to the cemetery, where the remains 
were placed in a new tomb, amid the weeping of relatives 
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and friends, and the faltering voice of prayer and conso- 
lation. There, till the last trump shall sound and the 
dead shall be raised, shall rest all that was mortal of 
James Humphrey ; but of the spirit — ^it has gone where 
no pain, suffering or trial can reach it, but where there 
is eternal rest. 
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The funeral ceremonies attending the burial services of 
the late Hon. James Humphrey, of Brooklyn, were con- 
ducted yesterday, at the Church of the Pilgrims, by Rev. 
Dr. Storrs, in an impressive and sympathetic manner. 
The death of Mr. Humphrey has given to many circles 
in Kings county a shock from which it will be difficult to 
recover. He was genial, kind, courteous and noble in all 
his ways ; so eminent for the practical Christianity of his 
life, that the poor and humble among his constituents 
have lost a friend and a supporter whose place cannot be 
supplied. 

All Brooklyn mourns him, and when the day came on 
which was appointed the final tribute of respect to his 
memory, the streets were filled with his fellow-citizens, 
his neighbors and friends, who vied with each other in 
friendly and grateful competitive demonstrations of re- 
gard. 

The more immediate friends of the family assembled 
at the late residence of Mr. Humphrey at 2 o'clock P. M., 
where the customary service was performed by Rev. Dr. 
Storrs, after which in solemn procession the mourners 
went to the Church of the Pilgrims, on Henry-street, cor- 
ner of Remsen. • 
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In addition to the pall-bearers and the Congressional 
delegation, were the Mayor and Common Council, the 
members of the Bar, the members of the medical profes- 
sion, several city clergymen, and a long line of the most 
prominent citizens of Brooklyn, with whom, for many 
years, Mr. Humphrey was closely bound by ties of pub- 
lic and private interest. 

The procession moved slowly to the church, the body 
of which was reserved for the mourners and friends. The 
side aisles and galleries were crowded, and a great num- 
ber of people stood upon the street, unable to gain ad- 
mission to the church. Rev. Dr. Storrs headed the pro- 
cession as it moved with the remains up the broad aisle. 
The pall-bearers rested the coffin upon the altar table, 
and laid upon its lid an exquisite crown, wreath and 
cross, prepared by the skillful hand of friendship as a last 
token of love and esteem. 

The choir sang a hymn appropriate to the occasion, 
after which Rev. Dr. Budington, who, with Rev. Henry 
Ward Beecher, shared Dr. Storrs' pulpit, read a Scriptu- 
ral selection. Other introductory services prolonged the 
ceremonies until about 4 o'clock, when Dr. Storrs deliv- 
ered a brief, eloquent and touching address, eulogistic in 
the highest degree of the life, character, services and at- 
tainments of the deceased. The well-known gentleness 
and culture of Mr. Humphrey, his scholarly tastes and 
habits, his truthfulness and high sense of honor, his kind- 
ness to his friends and his generosity to his enemies, his 
useful and honorable political career, his unselfishness and 
singleness of purpose, his purity of life, his eminent traits 
of home-love and friendship, and finally his Christian 
profession, attainment and death were depicted with the 
graphic eloquence so familiar to the lips of the reverend 
pastor, and so decided a portion of the rich treasures of 
the City of Churches. 
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After another hymn, Rev. Henry Ward Beecher led 
the vrst congregation to the Throne of Grace in a most 
feeling and hearty petition for the welfare and consolation 
of the bereaved family; a prayer which sounded the 
depths of many a teariiil heart, and bathed the saddened 
assemblage in a flood of hope and cheer and faith. The 
benediction was pronounced, the body taken to the door, 
whence, after all had looked at the peaceful face, restftil 
and pure as it was ever in life, it was taken to the beau- 
tiftil slope at Greenwood, and laid tenderly by the hand 
of affection in its final home. 
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{Sinue </ JEUpreaenUOiifes, June 16, 1866.) 



Mr. Davis annonnced that since the meeting of the 
House he had received a telegraphic dispatch announcing 
the death, this morning, after a short illness, of Mr. James 
Humphrey, representative of "the Third Congressional dis- 
trict of New York. He moved, as a mark of respect, that 
the House adjourn, and he gave notice to the New York 
delegation of a meeting to arrange a programme for pay- 
ing due respect to the memory of the deceased. 

The House thereupon, at 3:46 P. M., adjourned. 



{Binue qf Sipresentativea^ June 18, 1866.) 



Mr, Davis offered a resolution, which was adopted, that 
a delegation of seven members from New York, accom- 
panied by Mr. Goodenow, the doorkeeper, should attend 
the funeral of their late colleague, James Humphrey. 
The delegation consists of Messrs. Taylor, Morris, Win- 
field, Darling, Dodge, Davis and Tabor. 



(House qf Sqyireeentativee, June 28, 1866.) 



Mr. Daelikg. — ^Mr. Speaker, the moumfiil duty of an- 
nouncing to this House the decease of James Humphrey, 
late Representative from the Third district of the State 
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of New York, has been assigned to me by my colleagues. 
He was my chosen friend and companion, and my friend- 
ship and respect for him led to the most intimate and 
cherished associations. With this great and sudden 
affliction resting upon my heart, I feel how utterly inade- 
quate any words of mine will be to properly portray the 
ability he displayed as a statesman, his talents as a law- 
yer, or his virtues as a Christian gentleman. Although 
I had long since marked with approbation his public ca- 
reer, my personal acquaintance with him commenced 
only with our election as members of this Congress. I 
learned to love hinv^s I learned to know him ; and now, 
as I look around and miss his cordial greeting and friend- 
ly smile I realize how great a void is here. 

A few brief hours have elapsed since I stood at his 
open grave and assisted in paying the last tribute of re- 
spect to all that remained of him on earth. From his 
home, replete with all the evidences of his cultivated 
taste and refinement, where sat a noble-hearted woman 
bowed down with a grief no human power can heal, two 
daughters and a son mourning a departed father, we bore 
him to the church of which he was a conspicuous and 
consistent member. There the talent, the wealth, and 
the representative men of two great cities were assembled 
to do honor to his memory and to mingle their tears with 
those of thousands from the humbler walks of life who 
had been cheered by his smile, counseled by his wisdom, 
and aided by his benevolence. 

James Humphrey was a nobleman, titled by his Crea- 
tor ; he bore his patent upon his open, manly face ; he 
upheld it by his honorable, consistent record and his pure 
and spotless life. He was a martyr, too, and died, like a 
knight of old, with his armor girded for the fight, and 
struggling for the supremacy of those principles which 
were dearer to him than life itself. 



Although enfeebled by disease of many years' duration, 
and daily suffering patiently without repining, he sought 
oblivion of personal afflictions in his devotion to his pub- 
lic duties. The gentleness of his character, the courtesy 
of his deportment, the clearness of his analytical mind, 
the polish of his manners, the ready attention he gave to 
all who approached him, the absence of the peevishness 
which often accompanies illness, were evident to all who 
were brought in contact with him, even when suffering 
most. If there was a negation of self in his life, there 
was also a spirit of self-immolation in his death. Feeble 
in health, and debilitated by the etfects of the climate, 
he had sat here the long, weary months of a session which, 
when ftiture history is written, will be looked back to as 
not the least, if not the most, important of the American 
Congress ; rarely claiming the attention of this House as 
a speaker, but when he did so, commanding its respect 
by the elegance of his diction and the soundness of his 
thought. 

His modesty and small appreciation of his own abilities 
prevented a more extensive claim upon the attention of 
the House. It was his friends only who were aware that 
with less diffidence and a more powerftil physique he 
would have taken a prominent part in the debates of the 
session. Constant in his place in the House and on im- 
portant committees, he was faithM and diligent in atten- 
tion to his duties, and his vote was ever recorded on the 
side of freedom and the largest humanity. His devotion 
to his country throughout the rebellion, as a Representa- 
tive and a citizen, were proverbial ; when it was sup- 
pressed, his efforts were given to restore an enduring 
peace and prosperity. During the pendency of an im- 
portant question, upon which he desired to record his 
vote with the majority of this House, although his physi- 
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cal condition would have precluded attention to private 
interests, he hastened to Washington to participate in 
the final vote. 

On Wednesday, the 13th of this month, he left his resi- 
dence for this Capitol, which he was destined never again 
to behold. On his route he was seized with a paroxysm 
of pain more agonizing and intense than anything he had 
ever before experienced. At Wilmington, in Delaware, 
unable to proceed further, he stopped to obtain relief. 
After a night of intense suffering he made the attempt to 
resume his journey. His enfeebled frame refused to re- 
spond to the promptings of his mind. Still hopeftil of 
resuming his seat here, unwilling to return, and yet more 
unwilling to alarm his family by communicating his con- 
dition, he lingered at Wilmington until Friday morning 
the 15th instant, surrounded by strangers, with no famil- 
iar hand to administer to his suffering. Finally, antici- 
pating a fatal termination of the attack, he procured the 
assistance of an attendant and retraced his steps toward 
home ; to that home, now desolate, so soon to be left for 
a nobler and happier mansion. 

That he was firmly impressed with a conviction that 
he was on his final journey, and that the scenes of earth 
were as soon to pass from his fading eye-sight as the 
landscape that was flitting by the window of the car in 
which he rode, was evident from the fact that he repeat- 
edly impressed upon his attendant the importance of re- 
membering his name and his residence. 

He reached his home as the setting sun was gilding 
spire and dome of that beautiful city which had known 
him so long and honored him so often. His family physi- 
cian being summoned expressed no immediate apprehen- 
sion. At eight o'clock he had so far rallied as to reach 
his bedroom and prepare himself for rest. Shortly after 
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midnight he raised himself on his pillow and vainly 
sought to recognize his wife faithinlly sitting at his side ; 
after a brief interval, again raising himself he exclaimed, 
" I am faint ;" and without a struggle or a groan, the 
gentle, manly spirit of James Humphrey was waflied 
into the presence of his Maker. 

Mr. Speaker, as an evidence of our appreciation of the 
loss this House and the country has sustained in the 
death of this upright Representative, and pure and excel- 
lent man, I offer the following resolutions, and move 
their adoption : 

Resolved, That the House of Representatiyes has learned with sincere 
sorrow of the decease of Hon. James Humphrey, of the city of Brook- 
lyn, and a member of this Honse from the third congressional district 
of the State of New York. 

Resolved, That the sympathies of this Honse be, and they are hereby, 
tendered to the widow, fkmily, and relatives of the deceased in oar 
mutual affliction and bereavement. 

Seaolpedj That the Clerk of the House be instructed to communicate 
a copy of these resolutions to the fkmlly of the deceased. 

Jiesolvedy That as an appropriate expression of respect for the mem- 
ory and character of the deceased the members of the House will wear 
the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 

JSesolvedy That the Clerk be directed to transmit to the Senate a copy 
of these resolutions. 

Mr. Bebgen. — ^Mr. Speaker, I feel it my duty, a painftil 
and melancholy one, of making a few remarks on the un- 
expected death of my late lamented colleague, James 
Humphrey. If in these remarks I should happen to 
touch upon some of the points which have been so elo- 
quently and feelingly portrayed by the honorable gen- 
tleman who has preceeded me, I hope you will pardon 
repetition. When, on the 15th instant, I attended the 
funeral of Hon. Moses F. Odell, his predecessor from the 
Third district of New York, a gentleman honored and 
respected throughout this land for his many virtues and 
for his services in this body during the most trying period 
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of our national existence, little did I think that his sue* 
cessor was on the confines of eternity, and that in the 
hrief space of five days I should again deem it my duty 
to visit the chambers of the dead and be present at the 
performance of the last sad rites which we pay to the 
departed. 

Thus, two men, a predecessor and a successor to seats 
in this Hall, have been stricken down in the prime of 
their lives, in their days of useiulness, and we are left to 
mourn their loss. It is a reminder to us of the uncer- 
tainty of life, of the certainty of death, and of the neces- 
sity of being always prepared, for who can tell which of 
our number will be the next victim of the fell destroyer. 

James Humphrey, a son of Rev. Heman Humphrey, 
president of Amherst College, was born at Fairfield, 
Connecticut, in 1811, and was therefore at the time of his 
death in his fifty-fifth year. He graduated at the college 
over which his father presided when only twenty years 
old, and after preparing himself in the study of law at 
Tale College, he took up his residence in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, where he practiced his profession for two years. 
In 1838 he left that city and removed to Brooklyn, where 
he has since resided, opening a law office in New York. 

An oration which he delivered shortly after arriving in 
Brooklyn was the means of first directing public atten- 
tion to his ability. In' politics Mr. Humphrey was an 
old-line Whig, and he made his first entree in public life 
as alderman in the first ward of the city of his chosen 
residence. He was afterward selected by his party as 
the legal adviser of the city. In 1858 he was elected in 
what was then known as the Second district of New York 
as a Representative in Congress, and was a member of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and of the Committee 
of Thirty-three on the rebellious States. In 1860, 1862 
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and 1864, he was the candidate of his party for the same 
position, but in the first two-named elections he was de- 
feated by Mr, Odell, but was successful in the last. 

Mr. Humphrey's nominations and elections show how 
highly his worth and abilities were appreciated by the 
people among whom he resided and to whom he was 
best known. They deeply feel his loss, which has occur- 
red at a period when he was in the highest vigor of his 
intellect, and when from his experience he was calculated 
to become more and more useful to the public, and to 
attain a higher and nobler destiny for himself He was 
debarred in consequence of long-continued ill health, 
although his abilities were of a high order, from taking 
a very prominent part in congressional business. His 
honesty and integrity were of the highest order; he was 
a high-toned gentleman, affable and (jourteous to all with 
whom he came in contact, and commanded the respect 
not only of those with whom he agreed in political opin- 
ions, but also of those with whom he differed. 

Finally, in all the relations of life, as a husband, father. 
Christian, citizen, and legislator, he has left an example 
worthy of imitation, and no man in the community in 
which he was known will go to his final rest more re- 
spected. *" 

Mr. Washbitrne, of Illinois. — Mr. Speaker, I first 
made the acquaintance of Hon. James Humphrey at the 
opening of the Thirty-sixth Congress, in the month of 
December, 1859. That Congress has become historic, 
not only from the protracted and turbulent struggle for 
the election of a Speaker, but from the other fact that so 
many of its members, with treason on their lips and in 
their hearts, left our Halls with insult and defiance to 
wage war upon a Government they had sworn to protect 
and defend. Mr. Humphrey's first election was to the 
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Thirty-sixth Congress. Though a new member, he was 
placed upon one of the foremost committees of the House, 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. This committee was 
composed of men well known in the history of the coun- 
try, and four of whom have so soon passed away. That 
distinguished statesman and orator of Ohio, the late 
Thomas Corwin, was the chairman. Mr. Burlingame, 
our present minister to China, and Mr. Joy Morris, our 
present minister resident at Constantinople, were mem- 
bers of the committee. Barksdale, of Mississippi, and 
Branch, of North Carolina, afterwards rebel generals, 
who fell on the field of battle fighting against their coun- 
try, were members. Mr. Porcher Miles, of South Caro- 
lina, late one of the most prominent members of the rebel 
congress, was on the committee, and whose career has 
been in marked contrast to another member of it, Hon. 
Joshua Hill, of Georgia, who, with courageous patriot- 
ism, kept his honor and, faithful among the faithless, re- 
mained true to his country and his flag. Mr. Royce, of 
Vermont, an able man and a worthy son of the Green 
Mountain State, completed the number of members that 
made up that distinguished committee. 

At the opening of the second session of the Congress 
he was appointed the member from the State of New 
York on the celebrated Committee of Thirty-three, being 
one firom each State on the " perilous condition of the 
country." His appointment on a committee of so much 
importance to represent the Empire State was a well- 
merited compliment to his high character, his firmness, 
and his patriotism. His speech during that session on 
the state of the country is well remembered by all of the 
old members of the House as an effort of remarkable 
power and eloquence, and it at once placed him in the 
front rank of the able men of the House. 
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Retiring to private life at the close of the Thirty-sixth' 
Congress, Mr. Humphrey was in the fall of 1864 elected 
to the present • Congress, and it was my good fortune to 
be associated with him on the Committee on Commerce 
of this House. He brought to the discharge of his duties 
on that committee great intelligence and ability and a 
thorough practical knowledge of the commercial ques- 
tions coming before us. As the session wore on it be- 
came painfully evident to his associates on the committee 
that an insidious and treacherous disease had marked 
him for its victim, though he kept unimpaired the vigor 
of his intellect, his cheerful disposition, and his kind tem- 
per. While his health was such as to inspire the gravest 
apprehensions on the part of his friends, I did not antici- 
pate that he was in any immediate danger, and hence 
during my recent absence from the House, I learned 
with surprise and grief of his sudden death. 

My acquaintance with Mr. Humphrey led me to esteem 
him most highly. He was a man of the purest and most 
exemplary character. Of his beautiful and blameless pri- 
vate life his colleagues have fitly spoken. To a cultivated 
intellect and scholarly attainments he united the manners 
and deportment of a most polished gentleman. As a law- 
yer, he was able, upright, and conscientious ; as a legisla- 
tor, he was intelligent, incorruptible, and vigilant ; and 
his patriotism and love of country challenged the respect 
of all loyal hearts. Recognizing his genuine virtues, his 
great qualities of mind and heart, his services to his 
country and his State, I am glad to have this opportunity 
to pay a humble tribute to the memory of a good citizen, 
a faithful public servant, and an honest man. 

Mr. Davis. — ^I have known my colleague, Mr. Speaker, 
for nearly thirty years, or since the time of his connec- 
tion with the eminent law firm of Barney, Humphrey & 
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Butler, of the city gf New York. I knew his father. 
His father and my own were warm personal friends. I 
felt, from the time of my acquaintance with the son, an 
attachment which may have been warmer, perhaps, in 
consequence of the friendship which existed between my 
father and his. His father. Rev. Dr. Humphrey, was a 
man of eminent intellectual ability and culture, and it 
might have been expected that the son should inherit the 
qualities which that father possessed, and trained under 
such a father, should exhibit in life that degree of culture 
which he was capable of inspiring. 

But it will be my purpose to speak of Mr. Humphrey 
in respect to the traits of character by v/hich he was dis- 
tinguished and for which he was beloved rather than of 
the incidents of his life. 

As might be anticipated from the peculiar advantages 
of education to which I have alluded, our depa^rted friend, 
gifted by nature with fine intellectual abilities, was re- 
markable not only for classic attainment but for refined 
literary taste. His acquaintance with the languages, 
with the productions of poets, philosophers, and writers 
on varied subjects, was so accurate that he was often 
referred to as the arbiter for the settlement of questions 
of authorship. I am confident, that had his life been d^ 
voted to literature rather than to law, he would have 
taken high rank in a department where failure is far 
more frequent than success. 

In giving expression to this opinion, I am by no means 
insensible to his conceded merit in the legal profession. 
He possessed many of the qualifications essential to a 
legal adviser and practitioner. First and foremost he 
was proverbially an honest man, desirous of knowing 
the right, and then of doing it. He believed that law 
was instituted in the interests of justice, and that those 
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who were practitioners at its bar Vere bound, so far as 
human infirmity would permit, to prevent its perversion 
to the purposes of oppression or wrong. He regarded 
the law as a wise agency for the enforcement of rights 
and the redress of injuries, and while he felt it to be a 
duty to guard carefully and well the just rights of his 
client, he discarded in tcto that miserable fallacy which 
has too often brought reproach upon the profession, that 
a lawyer was bound to do everything for a client which 
the technicalities of the law might permit; but was 
guided by the nobler and higher principle that his rela- 
tions to his client bound him to no act and no service 
which, in his own behalf, he might not perform without 
dishonor or self-reproach. With this sentiment controll- 
ing his professional career from its opening to its close, 
giving color to his counsels as well as direction to his 
action, it rhay reasonably as well as truthfully be sup- 
posed that Mr. Humphrey enjoyed the highest personal 
respect and confidence of those who were his patrons. 

But their confidence reposed not on this ground alone. 
He brought to his professional engagements a rare de- 
gree of plain, practical common sense, a power of dis- 
criminating between the true and the false, between the 
plausible only and that which was both plausible and 
practical, between the interests of his clients and their 
prejudices, between that which was technically legal, and 
that which was morally wrong. And beyond this, he 
gave to the cases with which he was intrusted a patient 
and careful investigation, applying to the decision of the 
questions involved the acumen of a sound judgment and 
a knowledge of legal principles derived from severe 
studies, continued from early life to the period when fail- 
ing health required the abandonment of professional 
labor. There is no profession in which frankness, kind- 
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ness, a manly bearing, and a courteous deportment con- 
tribute more toward success than the profession of the 
law. The angry collisions of advocates before a jury or 
of counsel at the bar may be pastime for an audience, 
but they advance in no degree the dignity of a profession, 
the interests of clients, or the ends of justice. 

Mr. Humphrey, so far as I may speak of him from pro- 
fessional intercourse or from professional reputation, 
always avoided these controversies, and by his calmness 
and equanimity often gained for his client what another 
might have lost by indiscretion and passion. It will be 
needless for me to speak here of the attractive modesty 
which characterized our friend. It was ever present in 
his professional efforts, in his social intercourse, and in 
his public life ; and while this quality denied his associ- 
ates here of the benefit of his counsels publicly expressed, 
it doubtless added force to the words he uttered in per- 
sonal intercourse with his friends. 

It was my privilege to know Mr. Humphrey for many 
years, not intimately, but sufficiently well to speak of 
him in terms of the deepest personal respect and regard, 
and I may add that the most ftivorable impressions 
created by our intercourse have been confirmed by the 
concurrent sentiments of all who knew him. He was a 
good man. He was a Christian. 

Life to him was no unmeaning term. Its high purpose 
was ever before him. God inspired it, not to be spent in 
idleness, not to be passed in thoughtless pleasure, not 
that it might be devoted to selfish gains, or to inordinate 
ambition. He gave us life that we might perform its 
duties to Him who gave it, and to those around us, who 
with us share its blessings and its trials, and to ourselves 
that we might by the appropriate use of its privileges 
be prepared for a still nobler existence. 
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Our friend lived with the knowledge of life's purposes. 
No absorbing avarice cursed his gains of honest accumu- 
lation ; no heartless selfishness bade him forget that the 
poor and dependent had claims upon his bounty ; no pam- 
pered pride taught him to thank God that he was better 
than other men ; but recognizing, in humility, his de- 
pendence for all things on the great Giver of all good, he 
sought to minister to the wants of those around him, to 
aid the oppressed, to comfort the mourner, to bind up the 
broken heart, to promote peace, order, and virtue ; and 
by his own example to teach to others that duty per- 
formed meets reward in this life, and inspires hope and 
confidence in the life to come. My colleague, who has so 
well portrayed the last hours of our friend, assured us 
that the approach of death brought to him no apprehen- 
sion or alarm. Why should it ? 

True, human nature, linked by the mysterious organ- 
ism of bone and muscle, of artery and vein, of nerves 
and flesh and blood, with that still more mysterious crea- 
tion, impalpable, intangible, and invisible, that we call 
soul, may shrink from the physical suffering which oft 
accompanies the rupture of the tie between these myste- 
ries; it may start back appalled from the deep, dark 
grave and dread to enter it. Yet what is death but the 
executor of that eternal law of the Creator which bids 
the body decay and perish because it is mortal, and bids 
the soul depart from it because the soul is immortal ! 

Death is but a process of life, and to the Christian the 
grave but the portal to a new home, illumined by the 
presence of the Creator and made happy by His smile. 

Who, sir, that, like the friend we moui*n, performing 
through life the Christian's duty with the Christian's 
faith, might not in dying exclaim with the Apostle, " O 
death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory ?" 
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It would be alike presumptions and profane in me to 
claim perfection for any man, and I doubt not that Mr. 
Humphrey, like all others, was marked by human weak- 
ness and infirmity. But we can judge him by no perfect 
standard. We must compare him as we knew him with 
other men as we know them ; and where, sir, shall we 
find one who will better bear a comparison with others. 

Who in this Hall, claiming for himself the highest rec- 
titude of motive in all his actions, and desiring exemption 
from all prejudice or passion, dare stand unblushing in 
this presence and listen to the history of his secret and 
inner life as truth has graven it upon his own memory. 

While, therefore, Mr. Speaker, I know that our friend 
was afflicted with the infimities to which all men are in 
greater or less degree subject, I think I may say that his 
character presented a rare combination of qualities, so 
adjusted, so counterbalanced, so symmetrical, so attrac- 
tive in life, and so beautiful in death, that the blemishes 
which a cynic scrutiny might reveal, become invisible 
through the tears which we shed upon his tomb. 

Death, sir, has not yet finished his mission in this Hall. 
He has entered it before ; he will enter it again. He asks 
the assent of no doorkeeper. He awaits no " regular 
order." Alone, he suspends your rules, strikes down his 
victim, and bears him from your presence. Who next 
may be touched by that icy finger which freezes the 
coursing life-blood, God only knows ; but from his tomb 
who BO recently went out from our midst to return no 
more there comes to-day the monition, " Be ye ready." 

This duty, enjoined by Revelation, was suggested, in 
the heathen philosophy of Persia, in the beautiful words 
addressed by a father to his son : 

" On parent knees, a naked new-bom childf 
Weeping thou sat'st while aU around thee smiled; 
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Bo live, that sinking in iby lut long Bleep, 

Calm thou mayst smile while all around thee weep." 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
Mr. Davis. — I move that the House adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and thereupon, at 2:16 P. 
M., the House adjourned. 



{In Senate, June 23, 1866.) 

The following message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. McPherson, its Clerk : 

Mr. President, I am directed by the House of Hepre- 
sentatives to communicate to the Senate information of 
the death of Hon. James Humphrey, late a Representa- 
tive from the State of New York, and the proceedings of 
the House thereon. 

The resolutions of the House of Representatives were 
read. 

Mr. Morgan. — "Mr, President, if the frequency of the 
messages that have been communicated to us since the 
commencement of this session, that another member of 
Congress is dead, shall serve to remind us of the uncer- 
tainty of human life and to prepare us for the divine in- 
junction, " Be ye also ready," then as these tidings are 
made known our grief should be assuaged and our sor- 
row lessened. 

Hon. James Humphrey, a member of the House of 
Representatives from the Third Congressional district of 
the State of New York, died suddenly at his residence 
in Brooklyn, county of Kings, on Saturday, the 16th in- 
stant, in the fifty-fifth year of his age. For several years 
he had been more or less an invalid, and many times his 
attacks had endangered his life. 
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He was a son of the late Rev. Heman Humphrey,, for 
many years president <rf Amherst College, and he pos- 
sessed the fine mind for which his father was distin- 
guished — a mind corresponding in the delicacy of its 
tastes and the elegance of its culture, with his sensitive 
physical organization, and the peculiar grace of his 
manners. 

He was horn in Fairfield county, Connecticut, in 1811, 
and graduated at Amherst College when but nineteen 
years of age, and immediately commenced his legal 
studies at Yale College law school. From that institu- 
tion he removed to New York, and became a student in 
the law office of the late Seth P. Staples. After his ad- 
mission to the bar he married and removed to Louisville, 
Kentucky, where he practiced his profession successfully 
until 1838, when he removed his law office to the city of 
New York and his residence to Brooklyn. He soon 
secured a large business, and became actively identified 
with the leading commercial and corporate interests of 
the city of New York, and was the legal adviser of the 
best merchants and bankers in that city, all of whom ever 
reposed in him the most implicit confidence. As a law- 
yer he was distinguished for his learning, candor, fairness, 
and clearness of thought, and he invariably gave satis- 
&ction to his clients. He possessed a rare faculty of at- 
taching men to him, and was always faithiul to every tie 
of friendly or political relationship. In common with so 
many of our public men who have gained honorable 
positions and been of service to the State, his first active 
occupation was that of a teacher. The first public office 
that he held was that of alderman of Brooklyn, next that 
of counsel to the corporation, and in both relations he 
sustained the same high character he had ever borne. 
In 1858 he was chosen to the Thirty-sixth Congress, 
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where he discharged his duties in a highly creditable 
manner. He was again a candidate for Congress in 1 860, 
but was not elected. His successful opponent at that 
election was the Hon. Moses F. Odell, whose decease was 
announced only three days previous to the decease of 
Mr. Humphrey. In 1 864 he was chosen to a seat in the 
Thirty-ninth or present Congress, and in the sun^ner of 
1865 he visited Europe, hoping to benefit his impaired 
health from the celebrated springs at Wiesbaden. But 
the result of his visit was not favorable, and he had de- 
termined to withdraw from public life at the end of his 
present term in Congress. 

Mr. Humphrey was not a frequent speaker in Congress, 
but he never failed to speak directly for the object he 
sought to accomplish, and few were more careful in all 
matters of legislation, or better understood or were more 
attentive to the requests of their constituents. 

Mr. President, our colleagues and associates in this 
and in the other branch of Congress die, and prompted 
by duty or affection or both, we rise in our places and 
speak to their memory. I sometimes think that we are 
too ready to omit all reference to their defects of charac- 
ter, limiting our language to that which is universally 
acknowledged to be good and deserving of praise. 
What we really need on these occasions is a truthful 
record of the lives and conduct of public men, that their 
example may be followed in all that is worthy of emula- 
tion, and be avoided in all that is otherwise. 

My late colleague in the House of Representatives, 
whose untimely decease we mourn to-day, was greatly 
respected arid honored by all who had the pleasure of 
being personally acquainted with him. He was esteemed 
as a man and a Christian, and confided in as a friend. 
His delicate health led him to seek a quiet life ; and he 
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was naturally indisposed to bear a conspicuous or forward 
part in legislation or in business avocations. But I can- 
not withhold my testimony to his elevated moral charac- 
ter, his scrupulous regard for truth, to his gentleness of 
disposition, his refinement, adherence to friends, his loy- 
alty and unswerving devotion to his country, and to the 
interests of humanity and freedom. Although from his 
habit of thought and his diffidence he was not disposed 
to be prominent as a leader, yet his convictions were 
strong and his judgment clear and decided. Few felt a 
more lively interest in public questions, and at no time 
that I can recall during the present session has there been 
a debate upon an important question that Mr. Humphrey 
was not present, and giving to it the most profound at- 
tention. 

I do not suppose that he was devoid of ambition ; but 
I never knew a man whose character and conduct devel- 
oped less to excite the ill will of his associates and rivals. 
He was courteous to his opponents, kind and agreeable 
to his companions, and devoted to his friends. He was 
never illy spoken of, and I do not believe he had an 
enemy ; and no man ever questioned his honor or his in- 
tegrity. His were indeed rare virtues, but they were 
such as it should be the aim of all to possess. To James 
Humphrey we may with strict propriety apply the 
words — 

** None knew him but to love him, 
None named him but to praise." 

I offer the following resolutions : 

Meaolvedy That the Senate receive with sincere regret the announce- 
ment of the death of Hon. James Humphrey, late a member of the 
House of Representatives from the third congressional district of the 
State of New York, and tender to the family of the deceased the assur- 
ance of their sympathy with them under the bereavement they have 
been called to sustain. 
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JRmiifedf That the Secretory of the Senate be directed to transmit to 
the fitmilj of Mr. HampUrey a certified copy of the foregoing resolu- 
tion. 

Me9olffed^ That in token of respect for the memory of the deceased 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted; and the 
Senate adjourned. 
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At the meeting of the Alumni, held at Amherst, July 
11, 1860, allusion was made by several speakers to Mr. 
Humphrey, expressive of their warm appreciation and 
admiration of him, and of their sincere sorrow in his loss. 
The following are all that have been preserved : 

Whitikg Gbiswold, Esq., of Greenfield, Mass., Vice- 
President of the association, upon taking the chair, said : 

* * * * Finally, I bid you welcome to the spot ; 
now more than ever sacred and immortal, by the number 
of those, once connected with this Institution, who gave 
their lives to their country and their souls to God, in the 
great struggle for the nation's existence. 

In this connection I am also oppressed with the thought 
that one of the most distinguished of our Alumni ; one 
who but two short years ago occupied this chair with so 
much modesty and grace, and spoke with so much schol- 
arly fervor and patriotic eloquence, will meet us here no 
more. The late Hon. James Humphrey, of Brooklyn^ 
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New York, fell at the post of duty, with his armor on. 
He was a scholar, a patriot, a statesman, and a Christian. 
His sudden and premature death is a national calamity ; 
while the loss to his stricken family and friends is irre- 
parable. This solemn dispensation of Providence cannot 
fail to impress our minds with the vanity of human life, 
when compared with the realities of our future state. 



A tender and eloquent tribute was also paid Mr. Hum- 
phrey by Henry G. De Forest, Esq., of New York, 
President of the Alumni, upon taking the chair, after 
which, Joshua M. Van Cott, Esq., of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
arose and said : 

I am painfully conscious, Mr. President, that here, 
where so many reminiscences, both bright and sad, are 
rushing to so many lips for utterance, how inadequately 
I shall speak of Mr. Humphrey in the brief moments to 
which the proprieties of this occasion limit me. You 
have spoken of him as a scholar ; you ask me to speak 
of him as a lawyer — ^the character in which I was most 
familiar with him, and in which I best knew him. My 
acquaintance with him began with the beginning of his 
legal studies. Under the classic elms of New Haven, at 
the law school connected with Yale College, I first felt 
his friendly grasp. As I this morning looked out upon 
the broad stretch of hills and intervales which environ 
this College, and recall 4)hat first meeting with him, it 
seemed to me that he had built the purity and beauty of 
the scene into his character and life. He was then re- 
cently from this College. From that time, for many 
years, I saw much of him, studying with him at the law 
school, and afterwards in the New York ofiice of one of 
the most eminent lawyers of that day, (Seth P. Staples, 
Esq.;) occupying the same office for several years after 
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we came to the bar, and practicing in the same Courts in 
the commercial metropolis until his forensic labors ceased. 
We held the same political creed, mingled in the same 
social life, and for years sat under the same pulpit min- 
istration. 

You, sir. doubtless remember, for you were in full prac- 
tice at the s^me bar, the case of Waydell against Luer, 
decided twenty years ago in the old Court of Errors of 
New York, and which continues to be dited and followed 
as the leading case on an important doctrine of commer- 
cial law. The case is reported, in its several stages, in 
the fifth volume of Hill's and the third volume of Denio's 
reports. I remember Mr. Humphrey's appearance in 
that case as if it was yesterday. The decision of the case 
at the Circuit had been adverse to his client. He argued 
it in the Supreme Court, on appeal, and the decision was 
again adverse. With the tenacity with which he held 
to his matured convictions, he carried the case to the 
highest appellate Court. At a summer term of that 
Court, in the city of New York, he again argued it. 
Associated with and opposed to him were two very emi- 
nent lawyers, then and now the acknowledged leaders of 
that bar. Mr. Humphrey made the principal argument 
for the appellant. That was an argument of consummate 
ability. It was marked by great research, a prodigal 
display of learning, a vigorous logic, and that copious 
and felicitous diction and charm of voice and of manner, 
which always rendered his speaking so attractive. Such 
a combination of law and of logic, and of persuasive 
eloquence was rare even in that distinguished foruHL 
The argument was triumphant, carrying the Court and 
winning the cause, reversing the judgments below, and 
settling the point of law for all time. Previously known 
as a young lawyer, actively engaged in commercial 
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causes, Mr. Humphrey that day left the Court room 
recognized by the Judges and by his professional breth- 
ren as one of the ablest men at the bar, and destined to 
win its highest honors. That argument continued for a 
long time to be spoken of in bar circles, and to elicit the 
highest encomiums for its masterly ability. 

What I have said, sir, of this single effort might as fitly 
be said of many others in which I witnessed his exer- 
tions, and in some of which I was concerned — against or 
with him. He habitually formed his opinions after care- 
ftil examination and thought. His position once taken, 
he seized the most foimidable weapons of the law for 
offense and defense, and maintained it sturdily to the 
last. His preparation for the trial and argument of 
causes was thorough and conscientious ; * he knew his 
cause from top to bottom, in its strength and in its weak- 
ness, in its facts and in its law. In Court, and in the 
very press and heat of the struggle for the verdict or the 
judgment, he was a model of graceful courtesy and gen- 
tlemanly manners. His speaking was restrained in its 
force by a severe taste, but never failed to charm the 
hearer by its pure diction and flowing and finished elocu- 
tion. He was always true to the Court and to his client, 
and deserved the full measure of confidence accorded to 
him by both. He enjoyed that best kind of success, 
which follows the devotion of fine talents, by honorable 
means, to the attainment of high and noble ends. He 
honoi*ed his profession, and in turn was honored by those 
who best illustrated it. He honored his College, and 
well deserved the affectionate and proud regard with 
which his name is cherished here. Recalling his various 
moral and intellectual qualities, I do not hesitate to say, 
that, advancing on the line of his early professional suc- 
cesses, he would have attained high and enduring fame 
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as an advocate, extending from the domestic to the 
national forum, if the attractions of public life and the 
pressure of disease had not checked his upward progress. 
We, of the bar, shall continue to cherish his memory for 
what he was among us, — a genial friend, a christian gen- 
tleman, and an accomplished lawyer, — and to sigh when 
we think of what he might have been, in the Courts of 
justice and in the Senate, if he had not been untimely 
struck by the fatal shaft in the very maturity of his in- 
tellectual strength. 

I said, sir, that I first felt the friendly grasp of Mr. 
Humphrey under the elms of New Haven. In the gath- 
ering twilight of a day in June, beneath the gray tower 
of the Church of the Pilgrims, I last looked uj)on his 
marble cold face, yet full of manly beauty, while the sad 
procession of his kindred, his brethren of the bar, and the 
members and representatives of various public bodies in 
attendance upon the last solemn offices for the dead 
moved slowly by, and he was seen of us on earth no 
more. 

In response to the preceding remarks, Rev. Henry 
Nkill said : 

Among the many tokens of respect rendered to the 
memory of Mr. Humphrey, none can possibly have a 
higher value in the estimate of his friends and relatives, 
than those so spontaneously and earnestly given at this 
time, and in this place, by the companions of his youth 
and early manhood. It is affection's tribute ; and from 
scholars and true men. It is a garland, fragrant and 
rich with recollections from sorrowing and admiring 
hearts, and laid in reverence on the altar, which those 
that knew and loved him, are constantly perfecting and 
adorning to the honor of his name. 

Allusion has been made, and with becoming tenderness 
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and fidelity, to what Mr. Humphrey did; and also to 
that which, but for an insidious malady, he must at last 
have achieved. It was ceitaiulv tine of him, as of few 
that have done their part so well on earth, that the 
strong impulse which luiture gave him was hindered on 
its way. His lile was, as has been intimated, a re])res8ed 
one. But mav it not be that life is often none the less 
and no less potent because it moves with an impeded 
step ? The nuit ilatcd arm of the soldier, striving to raise 
itself among those that were whole,— does it not often 
reveal in its hindered motion moi-e than is expressed by 
many a hand stretched out and waiving in its full 
strength? Not only does it reveal more, but there is 
reason to believe that it is more than it might have been 
in a less restricted state. 

By high authority we have been taught that a curtail- 
ment of the medium of expression may justly enrich the 
quality of the life held back. The two mit(?s of the 
widow not only indicated more, but were more than the 
accumulated wealth of the treasury, for her life was in 
the offering. We know, also, tbat existence, checked, is 
often, by that very process, purified ; as is the stream 
when forced to seek the level of its native springs. 

Hence, many men are more — mych more than their 
deeds. And in our recollections of them, we dwell on 
what they have been, and on that which they silently 
and impressively indicated and conveyed, rather than on 
that which they have outwardly achieved. 

Whilst Mr. Humphrey's life was eminently a successful 
one, when measured by the positions gained, the trusts 
fulfilled, or the responsibilities discharged by him ; whilst 
it was not undistinguished as a jurist's, nor unproductive 
as a student, nor unmarked .in legislative halls, yet it 
was immeasureably more than a statesman's service, a 
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scholar's career, a citizen's vocation, or a lawyer's strife 
and victory. It was filial devotion, never forgetful of its 
obligations ; it was affection's shrine and refuge, not un- 
mindful for a moment of the confidence reposed in it ; it 
was manhood's probity, disdaining to be sullied by a 
glance at dishonor ; it was strict integrity ; it was care- 
Mness; it was generosity; it was a brother's love, 
poured out like water, and on every side — ever leaping 
over the barriers of prudential consideration, and taking 
into its embrace a client's necessities, and the want and 
woe of any suffering fellow-man ; it was charity, that 
thinketh no evil ; it was candor ; it was industry ; it was 
truth ; it was pain endured without a murmur ; it was 
aspiration, pressing its way into every elevated and pro- 
ductive sphere of thought and feeling and exertion, though 
fettered by a dread that strength might not be given to 
well explore and reap the harvests of the fields that were 
before it ; it was a laborer's toil, with an artist's enthu- 
siasm, and an anchorite's sensibility to a deviation from 
the right ; it was secular work done well, done in time, 
to the letter, often in the teeth of opposition, before the 
face of ambitious men and amidst their convocations — 
yet done as on the steps of a sacred temple — within the 
precincts of some hallowing inspiration — and under the 
eye of God himself ! 

It would not be extravagant to call his life an unuttered 
prayer, and a consecration to the best of ends, which, 
whilst gathering into itself whatever of holy elevation is 
appropriate to sacramental rites and humble communings 
with the Most High, returned to the labors of every day 
with ch^^]rful step, with persistent will, with repose of 
heart, and with unfaltering trust in the verities which 
appealed to his faith or lightened his toils. 

If the life you have spoken of so kindly and so well, 
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was restricted in the impetuosity of its progress, and in 
its completed enlargement, it shone with a lustre not less 
attractive and more its own, because of its limitations. 
With emphasis may it be said of such men — and there 
are not a few of them treading their way along the thor- 
oughfares of life — " It does not yet appear what they 
shall be." 

Only in the dumb yearning of our hearts to see them 
again; or in the utterances of assemblies like this — to 
strengthen the selecter promptings that are within us, 
and to think of the good that was in those who have de- 
parted — do we get any glimpse of their unrevealed, un- 
measured and unmarketable worth. Thus we have found 
it to-day ; and because it is thus have we risen to thank 
you, in the name of those who cannot be here, for the 
words you have spoken in remembrance of our brother. 



Many other feeling and tender tributes were rendered 
to the memory of Mr. Humphrey, including one by the 
Rev. Dr. Storrs, at the close of an oration before the 
Literary Societies, and another by Governor Bullock, at 
the Alumni dinner, of which we have no reports. 
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{I^om the Brooklyn Unions Augusl 8, 1866.) 



The Union Gren«ral Committee held a regular meeting 
last evening at their rooms, No. 9 Court street, the Pl'esi- 
dent, K. L. Sanderson, Esq., in the <?hair. 

Mr. Sanderson made the following remarks : 
3Ir. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Committee : — ^Sinoe 
the last meeting of the Committee, all that was mortal 
of the Hon. James Humphrey has ceased to be. He died 
on the 16th day of June last. At the time of his death 
he was the Representative of the Third Congressional 
district of this State, comprising a part of the city of 
Brooklyn,* in the National Congress. This body, Mr. 
Chairman, i^presents the Union-Republican party of the 
county of Kings, which includes the district i"epresented 
by Mr. Humphrey, and by this party was he elected to 
the high and influential position which he filled, with 
honor to himself and to his constituency, at the time of 
his death. It therefore seems very proper to me, sir, that 
we pay some tribute to the memory of Mr, Humphrey, 
and that we spread upon the records of the proceedings 
of this body some permanent proof of the respect and 
esteem we all cherish for him. The polished shaft from 
the far-off quarries of Carrara may mark the spot in yon- 
der cemetery where his lifeless body lies sleeping, but 
that were not necessary to pei*petuate his memory among 
those who knew him well Beloved by a large circle of 
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warm friends, less than kindred to him, his memory will 
be scarcely less cherished by them for long years to come 
than by those bound to him by nearer ties, whose hearts 
still bleed for him whom they shall see and hear no more. 
Mr. Humphrey for years had been an able and high-toned 
member of the legal profession in the cities of Brooklyn 
and New York, and I might with propriety say much of 
his professional character; but appropriate honors in 
respect to this have already been paid to his memory by 
eminent and eloquent members of the profession, who had 
the pleasure of a longer and more intimate acquaintance 
with him than myself, at a full meeting of the bar, con- 
vened for that purpose in our own beautiful temple of 
justice. Mr. Humphrey, too, had been an efficient mem- 
ber of our City Government, and had filled the responsi- 
ble position of Corporation Counsel ; and in each position 
he so discharged his varied duties as to become the peo- 
ple's favorite; and I am glad to say that the present 
Board of Aldermen did itself honor by honoiing him, 
soon after his death, in the passage of appropriate reso- 
lutions of respect to his memory. Then followed the 
funeral of our justly-lamented Representative. The occa- 
sion was a memorable one. The numerous assembly 
that met to celebrate his obsequies gave striking evidence 
of the love, respect, and esteem entertained for him by 
the citizens of Brooklyn. 

Mr. Chairman, I will not mar the recollections of that 
solemn hour, treasured up by those of us who were 
present on that occasion, by attempting to pronounce a 
further eulogy upon the character of our friend. It shall 
be enough for me to say that as legislator, lawyer, poli** 
tieian, citizen, or friend^ he was always honest, faithfttl^ 
and true ; and to say of him, as did Antony over the 
dead body of Brutus : — 
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** HiB life was fj^ntle ; and the elementa 
So mix*d in him, that Natare mij^ht stand up 
And say to all the world, * This was a man !' ^' 

Mr. Humphrey was last elected to office at a most im- 
portant epoch in the annals of our country. At that 
time rebellion was rampant Then treason and loyalty 
were struggling for the mastery. Horrid war was then 
desolating hearts, and the fair fields of the republic. 
Despotic power was then d4)ing its utmost to overthrow 
constitutional liberty. This, indeed, was the time to 
" try men^s souls," and Mr. Humphrey was always found 
with the faithful on the side of Union and Freedom. 
And if, in the councils of the nation that followed his 
election, his voice was not so often heard as that of others, 
we know that it was for the want of physical strength, 
and not for the want of ability or the power of eloquence. 
With these brief remarks, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen 
of the Committee, I beg leave to offer for your considera- 
tion, and to move the adoption of the following resolu- 
tions : 

lUsoivedj That this Committee deem it due to themselves and the 
great party which they represent to make public expression of their 
esteem for the character of the Hon. James Humphrey, our late Rep- 
resentative in the Congress of the United States, and their deep regret 
at his sudden decease. 

Bewitfedj That in the judgment of this Committee — and we believe 
we can add also the citizens of Brooldyn, without diRtinction of party 
— Mr. Humphrey discharged the duties of the various offices held by 
him in this county with distinguished ability and with great zeal and 
fidelity. As a member of Congress he was never unmindful of his high 
obligations either to his immediute constituents or his country; and 
especially did his earnest and devoted labors during his second Con- 
gressional term challenge our admiration, since they were performed 
under the pressure of a painful and protracted illness, which would 
have been a reasonable and just excuse for an intermission of service. 
Fortunate is he who is found standing firmly at his post of duty when 
the final summons reaches him. 

Itetolvedf That in the strong and positive political opinions enter- 
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tained by onr departed friend, accompanied by tlie most delicate con- 
sideration and forbearance towards those who differed from him, we 
recognize a rare combination of qualities seldom attained. Mr. Hum- 
phrey, in all his political relations— and of snch only is it onr province 
to speak — ^was ever high-minded, honorable, nrbane. No friend or foe 
complained of discourtesy at his hands. In this regard especially we 
would commend his life and character to all who are engaged in the 
political agitations of the day, grave and important as they are, and 
ask that, although dead, his example may still live. 

JUsolved, That these resolutions be entered upon the records of this 
Committee, and that our President and Secretaxy be requested to trans- 
mit a copy thereof to the family of Mr. Humphrey, with an expression 
of our sympathy with them in their great afiUction. 

Mr. Wn.EY, on the reading of the resolutions, moved 
their adoption. 

Mr. H. W. Holt added a few remarks concerning the 
subject of the resolutions and concerning the early his- 
tory of the Republican party in the city, in which Mr. 
Humphrey bore so prominent a part. 

Other remarks were made by Messrs. Kbnyox, Fisher 
and Dutches, and the resolutions were adopted. 



EITRACTS FROM THE SPEECH 



OF THB 



Hon. MOSES F. ODELL, 



DELIVERBD AT THB 



^^mtfnt ^^tiimtxnn "^tttivitj, 



At THB Academy of Music, October 22d, 1862. 

(From the Brooklyn Daily EagU ofthe2Sd intt.^ 

(The Coanty has always been Democratic, and he hoped it always 
would be. 

He had been a Democrat ever since he came of age, and since then 
had voted the whole ticket, not scratching a name. 

These were his principles, and the man who did not like them had 
better not vote for Moses P. Odell.) 



LETTER 



OF THB 



Hon. JAMES HUMPHREY, 

AGCBFTma THE NOMINATION AS 

Candidate for Congress in the Third Congressional District. 



4^m^* 



Brooklyn, October 20, 1862. 

Gentlemen — I have received your flattering note, informing me of 
my nomination by the Union Republican Convention, as their candi- 
date for Congress, in the Third District. 

I am very grateful for this renewed expression of the confidence 
and favor of my Republican fellow-citizens; and I accept the nomi- 



DatioD, belieTing that no patriot has a right to decline any position 
which his loyal conntrymen may assign to him, in the struggle on 
which we have entered for the- liberties and the existence of the 
Nation. 

A party has suddenly risen in this State, which, in the very dread 
crisis of a war that tasks the utmost energies of the people, in the mo- 
ment of the Nation's extremest peri], has seen fit to organize a formal 
opposition to the Administration of the Government. For, through all 
their thin disguises and threadbare masks; through aH the conven- 
tional phrases, of which they are so profuse; through the unmeaning 
generalities of their stereotype resolutions; and through the more 
or less successful concealments of their public speeches, there clearly 
shines a deep hostility to the principles and policy of the Government, 
a willingness to weaken its arm at the instant of its utmost strain, 
and in some conspicuous instances before great assemblies, an evident 
sympathy with men who have committed the most stupendous crime 
which history records, in striking, not- only at the life of a great and 
free Nation, but at the Life of Constitutional Liberty itself, on 
earth. 

However we of the North may fail to understand the purpose of 
this movement, they are more clear-sighted at the South. We have 
already seen with what joy the organization of this party is greeted 
by our enemies; and who can doubt that the success of the Woods, 
the Seymours, and the Van Burens in this State would be hailed in 
Richmond with a greater exultation than would a triumphant victory 
to their arms on the Potomac ? 

In accepting this nomination, gentlemen, I desire to define my po- 
sition so clearly that no elector can be deceived. I shall not run as 
the candidate of one party, and permit anybody to represent me as 
rather leaning in sentiment to the other. 

I say, then, in one word, that I support the Administration of 
President Lincoln. I heartily concur in its principles and policy. I 
approve of all its leading measures in the past, and I have implicit 
confidence that its wisdom and patriotism will not desert it in the 
future. I am in favor of infusing the utmost energy into the conduct 
of the war, and inflexibly opposed to the first step towards negotiation 
with Rebels in arms. 

For the rest, I will say, that while 1 would not have had this cruel 
war inaugurated for the purpose of extinguishing Slavery in the States 
where it existed under the Constitution, nor for any other object short 
of the preservation of the life of the Republic; yet since it has been 
forced upon us, it is my joy and consolation, that all its dreadful sac- 



riflces are probably lo hud even aa adequate compeaEalioD; that this 
almost illimitable expenditure of treasore, ezbausting the present and 
consamiag the fntore, that even ibis precions blood of onr kiadred 
DOW pODred out like water on tbe groood, will all be foond at last 
not too dear a price to secure to maDkind a great Christian Common- 
wealth, founded not in ifaeor; only, bnt in very truth, npon tbe basis 

of THB HHirBBSAL LIBBBTY OF TB8 RlCB. 

If a majority of the electors of oor diBtrict concur in these Tiews, I 
shall be happy to give tbem expression in Gongresa; otherwise I am 
quite content to continue to do what I can to promote their advance- 
ment in private life. 

I am, gentlemen, with sentiments of the high^t personal regard, 

Yoar obedient servant and friend, 

JAMES HUMPHREY. 



Metisre. Simeon B. CHrtTENDEN, James D. Sfabkha! 
Crane, Committee, &c. 
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